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English Writing



Introduction

Laurence

Native English Teacher

Swiss scientist, Conrad Gessner, once opined that “the modern world’”
was overwhelming people with “confusing and harmful” content.
Mirroring this, much has been said recently about the “unprecedented
risks” posed by recent advances in communication technology,
particularly in relation to Artificial Intelligence (AI). It might surprise
people to know that Conrad Gessner died in 1565, and his unease was

triggered by the invention of the printing press.

Worries about information overload are old. With each new generation
comes rhetoric about the dangers of new communication technologies
that is fresh in wording but largely parallel in meaning. So should we
ignore this old rhetoric? Just because these stories have been told
before does not mean they have no value. Each new generation needs
to hear some of the same, old stories: eat right, exercise, build
friendships, learn, love, and since around 1565 - read! These are just a
few of the timeless maxims that need to be passed down from
generation to generation. For how can a parent help a child, or a
teacher help a student, or educational media help the masses without
first sharing the simplest advice?

But we retain a choice, and different people respond in different ways
as always. Take Al as an example: some of us are fully immersed in it
already - despite the reported dangers - while others have heeded the

warnings and are carefully dipping in and out. And there lies the
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beauty for each of us - the freedom to shape our own journeys through
life.

Students from Forms 1 to 4 were invited to complete a creative writing
task. The process started with the exploration of a topic and text type
in the classroom, followed by students’ own investigation using the
technological tools at their disposal. In exactly the same way as Mr.
Gessner would read a book 500 years ago and apply his learning to his
work, it was hoped that students would “brainstorm” with Al and use
the knowledge garnered from that exchange in their creative writing
pursuit.

Most recently, I asked a group of Form 1 students to write a limerick'
that placed the storybook character ‘Matilda’ (from the long-time
Form 1 reader familiar to most of you) in Hong Kong, and combined
knowledge of both the storybook and Hong Kong/Chinese culture.
One student, Ocean Leung (1A16), ended up with the following:

There once was a girl named Matilda;
Her mind was sharp - full of idea!
In Central Library she’d hide,
With books stacked high and wide,

Probing Hong Kong’s cultural enigma!

! limerick: a 5-line entertaining verse using an AABBA rhyming scheme

125



It is interesting that Ocean leaned heavily on the poetry-writing skills
of an Al robot and, in turn, the chatbot leaned heavily on a creation -
namely, a library with a wide selection of books - that directly evolved
from the invention of the printing press, something which Conrad
Gessner complained about nearly 500 years ago! With some personal
flavor added to the poem after receiving the chatbot’s response, I hope
you’ll agree that Ocean’s limerick came out alright - as did all of the
students’ passages chosen to appear here. I invite you to read and learn

from them, and enjoy!
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S1

Poems



Task: Write a limerick? which places the storybook character

‘Matilda’ in Hong Kong, and combines knowledge of both the

storybook and Hong Kong/Chinese culture.

2 limerick: a 5-line entertaining verse using a AABBA rhyming scheme
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Matilda

She was late starting school - Who?
Parents don’t love her; she’s nothing to do!
Like Chinese culture, you know;

Boys over girls - that’s so!

Matilda wants it to change - Me too!
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Matilda
1A Grace Wong

5-year-old Matilda’s talent never comes to an end;
Recites times-tables when 10-year-olds only pretend!
Enjoys yum cha with Da Hong Pao tea,

Controls the chopsticks better than we!

I’ve never seen her fail - what a genius friend!
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Matilda

Matilda - so clever and bright;
She reads books all day and night.
Her parents are mean;

The worst I’ve ever seen!

To jail they'd be sent in the city of lights!
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Matilda

Matilda, a fool? No, never!

In fact, the smartest - extremely clever!
Her mind is bright;

HKU dream in sight.

Matilda - a genius forever!

132

1A Jacob Lam



Matilda
1A Sessie Ng

Young Matilda, so clever and bright;

In the bottom class, but her answers always right!
Annoyed by, she lifted up the principal;

So high, to the ceiling’s pinnacle,

While enjoying dim sum - a HK delight!
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S1
Poetry

Acrostic Poems
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An Ode to Jungkook
1A Grace Wong

Judged by haters; tired like an old steam train

Upset won’t happen no matter the swings

Never giving up to meet his dream;

Good at all dances, painting, boxing and sings!

Keep going on all the targets he sets.

Over-worked he has no time to rest

Online comments from fans: we all said he’s a late-night cat
King of Kpop; star that will never be tested!

Jungkook: Proud of the way you always want to be better!

136



An Ode to Taylor SW
1A Hailey Wong

Taking over the world,

Adoring cats more than anything!

Yikes... Is that fair to her boyfriend?

Likes writing songs about douchbags who cheat on her;
Only she can heal the wounds inside people’s heart.

Ruling the music industry and people’s hearts.
Slaying every single album,

Winning everyone’s approval!

Taylor: I really admire you!
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An Ode to Ian Chan

Incredible at everything he does

Always willing to read and lend a helping hand
Never one to shy away from a challenge
Creates many awesome songs

Has a handsome face

A person with a warrior heart

Never gives up creating songs

Ian Chan, the man!
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An Ode to Sasha Hui

1C Jessica Jim

Sweetest smile, blinging eyes,

Among the class, she shines the brightest.

Super diligent and never lies,

Helping classmates, she’s the goddess!

An outstanding performance; no one could beat her.
Honorable student, teachers admire her.
Unbelievably kind and caring; she could cure anyone.
Incredible personality, just like an angel!

Sasha Hui — you’re the best I could ever ask for.
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An Ode to Dear Mother
1D Venus Li

Dear Mother

Embracing our wrongs

Awesome cooking

Receiving our thanks

Motivation for us to work

Omit care and love — NEVER!

Try to make us

Happy and

Entertained

Recording the memories is a fun thing to do
DEAR MOTHER: loving us with no conditions.

140



An Ode to Chris Cole

Cool skateboarder I most admire.

High level movements he always can do.
Retry every impossible skate kicks.
Impossible is not a word he knows

Skillful skate moves are easy to him.

Can finish all full spin skate combo.

Oh my! This is just a perfect move!

Low possibility to fail every time!
Everything he can’t do; he’ll never give up!
Chris Cole: the legend.
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S2
Creative Writing

Whatsapp Chats & Phrasal Verbs
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Whatsapp Chats : Never Give Up

Alex
Chris

Alex

Chris
Alex

Chris
Alex

Chris

Alex

Chris

Alex
Chris

Alex

Chris

Alex

2A Manjit Wong

I feel like giving up!

Last time we spoke things were going well! What
happened?

Everything is just super tense right now. Can’t stand it
anymore.

Really? What made you think that?

Nobody believes in me. Not even my family. I’'m so sick
of myself.

I believe in you. Who cares about those people?

I also feel like I’'m just not good enough. This is
obliterating.

How many times have I told you that you’re good
enough? Stop!

It’s true. Every subject is hard. The whole world is
collapsing on me like an avalanche.

I’'m so sorry to hear that, pal. Is there anything I can help
you with?

I wish there were, but there isn’t.

Don’t give up yet. I promise you will achieve your
dream.

You’re saying it like it’s easy while it’s killing me
slowly.

The harsh truth is that you gotta man up & suck the pain
up.

You’re kinda right.
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Chris Yeah man. Now put on lose yourself by Eminem and
start grinding.

Alex Yeah! Thanks man! I’m super motivated suddenly.

Chris Yeah bro! Can’t wait to see you getting accepted!

Alex Gotta study. Bye dude!

Chris Bye!

145



Whatsapp Chats : Try It On

Alex
Chris

Alex
Chris

Alex
Chris
Alex
Chris
Alex
Chris
Alex
Chris
Alex
Chris
Alex

Chris

Alex
Chris

2A Iona Lee

Heyyy gurllll! Wake uppppp!!!

Oh, whats wrong darling? Of course, I’'m awake. It’s
Ipm, www

I just wanna ask you how the concert was last night? lol
Oh my! I just remember that you spilled your coffee on
me.

Gurl, I just wanted to share my coffee with your dress~ :)
It already drank enough water in my washing machine!
Whatever! We are going to Germany next week!

Oh yes! I almost forgot. I need to decide on my clothing!
Do you want to wear some colourful clothes there?
Come on darling! They don’t match with the buildings!
Hmmm! What is the style of the buildings there?
Ummm! Oh, mostly it’s gothic architecture, I think.
Then let’s wear some dresses that match.

Okay, I have a lot of gothic-style clothing.

Of course. I know lol. Gurl you always wear your gothic
Lolita dress!

Well there are some more, darling. Do you want to
borrow an outfit?

Ido!!!!

Okay! Come over now and try it on!
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Whatsapp Chats : Set It Up

Jack
Jill
Jack
Jill
Jack

Jill
Jack

Jill

Jack

Jill

Jack

Jill

Jack

Jill

Jack
Jill

Jack

2B Benny Ha

Let’s set up a business to sell insurance.

Setting up an insurance business is a great idea!

We need to borrow money.

No need! I have 1 million startup capital on hand.
Great! I also have 500,000 that I can use to start a
business.

So what are your plans and how can I help you?

I’'m going to get an Insurance Regulatory Authority
license.

Do you want me to hire someone?

We need to hire insurance agents and insurance brokers.
Okay, I will help you hire these people.

We need to find a trustworthy law firm to cooperate
with.

What about Benny Law Firm? Everyone has great trust
in them.

Then I will write an email to Benny Law Firm and ask
for cooperation.

OK, what kind of people are our insurance products sold
to?

Our insurance products are for life, medical and injury?
There is a gap in the market for cancer insurance, critical
illness.

Perfect! And our insurance products are available to
everyone?
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Jill Yes!
Jack Let’s get started.
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Whatsapp Chats : Set It Up

Jack
Jill
Jack
Jill

Jack

Jill

Jack
Jill
Jack
Jill
Jack
Jill
Jack
Jill
Jack

Jill
Jack
Jill
Jack

Jill
Jack

2B Seeanca So

Let’s set up a business to sell cookies.

Setting up a cookies business is a great idea!

I love eating cookies!

Me too! I want to bring the happiness of eating cookies
to others!

Nice! :) I think we can create some special flavours to
get a lot of eyeballs.

Umm... How about chocolate cookies with some
banana mocha inside?

Wow! That’s a pretty good idea!

I’m sure we can come up with even better ideas!

How about matcha cookies with some chocolate chips?
Excellent! My mouth is watering just imagining it!

Can you think of any other ones?

I think we can make some special shapes.

I think heart-shaped cookies are easy for us to make.

I think some animal shapes can be more special.

I agree! Animal-shaped cookies can get a lot of eyeballs
as well.

The chocolate cookie with banana mocha can be a bear.
That’s sounds great!

I think butter cookies should be a good idea.

How about butter cookies with some dried strawberries
inside?

I think they could be heart-shaped.

Adorable!
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Whatsapp Chats : Make It Up

Alex
Chris

Alex
Chris
Alex
Chris
Alex

Chris
Alex

Chris
Alex
Chris
Alex
Chris
Alex
Chris

2D Carissa Chiu

Hey gurl, how’s your day?

Good! Btw, the choco-chip cookies you gave me were
absolutely delicious!

Ohh I’'m glad to hear that. Do you want some more?
Yes, please! I’ll bring you some tmr. :)

I’'m deciding on what to wear to Coachella?

Hmmm... maybe a black crop top with baggy jeans?
Okay, and guess what! I’'m going for a hyper feminine
style this time!

Oh! That’s unexpected!

Ikr! With bows, laces...? Coquette outfits are trending
these days!

Yea, I see that. They’re really pretty!

Yessss, let’s wear matching outfits. (If you’d like to!)
Sure!

I’'m so looking forward to the event!

Same! ><I’ll meet you at your place at 10 am~

Okay, see ya!

See ya tmr~
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What’s equal?
3A Casper Lo

Stanza 1

From birth, expectations were set in stone.
A predetermined path, not one’s own.

Girls should be Gentle, Graceful and small.
While Boys should be Brave, and never fall.

Stanza 2

Unseen chains bind, limiting worth

Like a handicap gifted at birth

Women stay silent, their words compressed
Men confined, their emotions suppressed

Stanza 3

Let’s break the chains, break the spell.

Let’s challenge the norms, rewrite the tale.
For equality, a battle worth the fight

A future where they may all shine their lights.
No more stereotypes, a new point of view.
Together we’ll build a world that is just,
Where all are free, their dreams to trust.
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P’m... You’re... He’s... She’s... We’re...

Who are we?

If I’'m a student,
Can I teach?

If you’re an adult,
Can you play in the park like a kid?

If he’s an old man,

Can he youthfully enjoy the beach?

If she’s a housewife,
Can she play basketball like Jason Kidd?

No matter who we are,

Any dream can be reached!
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Am I Enough?
3A Sharleen Koon

Am [ pretty enough

Teens online are always perfect stuff

We all try to be the best

But too tired to work it out
Sometimes full of hope

At the same time feeling like garbage

It’s finally Friday
While I was lying on my bed
Scrolling through Instagram

Watching them faking their lives

People commenting on me — anxiety
But I’'m glad to be me

We shouldn’t live to be the best
Rather know “I’m enough!”
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Global warming
3A Elsa Wong

Heat rises, the Earth cries

Global warming in the skies

Ice caps melt and sea levels rise
Flooding in low-lying areas

Forests burn, their flame fierce and high

Endangered species, saying their last goodbye

No more plastic

No more waste

Renewable energy, the way to go
Reducing our footprint, letting it show

Now, let’s make a change

For a sustainable future, let’s strive
Preserving our world, keeping it alive!
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Travel guide
4A Ocean Cheung

About Hong Kong Adventure Farm

Good news! Hong Kong Adventure Farm is a newly established theme
park where you can explore much! With fun sports, entertaining
activities and over-night camping, Hong Kong Adventure Farm makes
an incredible trip for you and your family. No matter what things you
want to do, Hong Kong Adventure Farm will fulfil your wants.

Top three things to see and do

Upon entering the farm, you will encounter an amazing railway
experience. In fact, this train travels through the entire farm, taking
you to different stations and connecting you to vast amounts of
attractions. On the journey, you will see beautiful views that you will

never forget in your life time.

Hop off at the first station, Farmer’s Market Station. This station
features a local ranch where you will interact with cute animals like

lambs, pigs and many more.

After the authentic interaction with animals, you might need a midday
rest. We’ve got you covered! The next station is Lake Side Station.
You can exhale by resting in the Lake Café. If you are keen on some
physical activities, why not try canoeing and enjoy the tranquility?
Besides, there are a camping site and a barbecue site at the other side
of the lake, which can be accessed with a boat express.
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Before you leave the farm, don’t miss the beautiful view of the
enormous waterfall! At Waterfall Station, you will be encountered
with a stunning waterfall. Due to its geographical location, a lot of
wild animals inhabit in this area. Don’t miss this beautiful scenery of
nature. Photo-taking is allowed but flashlight is not encouraged since
it might scare off the animals. If you want to have a better view of the
waterfall, there is a hiking trail setting off from the station, heading to
the top of the waterfall.

Before you leave, don’t forget to get yourself some souvenirs and fresh
produce at the entrance of the Hong Kong Adventure Farm.
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Travel guide
4A Noel Lam

About Hong Kong Adventure Farm

Hong Kong Adventure Farm was established in 2010. It is located in
Sai Kung. Nestled amidst the beautiful countryside of Hong Kong, the
farm offers a unique blend of thrill rides, firsthand experience and
educational activities for visitors. The overarching theme is to promote
a connection between humans and nature while enabling visitors to
learn about sustainable farming and environmental conservation.
Every station is linked by railway and you can hop on the train ride to
explore the whole farm.

Top three things to see and do

Fascinating agricultural experiences

When you take the train, the first stop is Farmers’ Market Station. It is
divided into 2 parts, namely grazing land and farmland. The grazing
land covers with lush greenery. There is a variety of animal species,
such as sheep and goats. You can even interact with them by feeding
them. You will marvel at the picturesque landscapes with adorable
farm animals. While you are feeding the animals, others can
experience farming. You can use the traditional and simple tools to
farm. Some farming characteristics of Hong Kong can be learned
during the experiences. In addition, you can eat the fresh fruits and
vegetables picked in the farm in the restaurant near the farmland.
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Educational viewing

Along the railway, you will come to Lake Side Station. In this station,
many birds and ducks can be found. It shows the ecosystem of Hong
Kong and you can learn about the importance of conserving them. If
you are lucky, you can find some rare species. We provide some
telescopes for you to observe those birds and ducks and learn the living
habits of different animal species. Moreover, there is a café. You can
have your coffee or tea while admiring the birds through the floor-to-
ceiling windows. You are reminded not to be too noisy as it may
disturb the birds. No matter where you visit, preserve the animal
habitats.

Exhilarating amusement rides

You can go to the Waterfall Station so that you can go on the thrill
rides. It is a haven for adventure enthusiasts. For instance, there is a
waterfall rapids. Strap on your safety gear and then get ready to
navigate through turbulent water, breathtaking drops and swirling
current. The riding experience will be very unforgettable. The
photographers are there to capture the moment of excitement. This can
help you save the memories of your experience. You can buy back the

photos at the souvenir shop.
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Mail writing
4A Tam Ching

Dear Sir / Madam,

As the chairperson of the ABC school’s sports club, I am writing on
behalf of the sports club to express the deepest aspirations associated
with the old equipment of your fitness centre. Characteristics of our
sports club and benefits of donating your centre’s old equipment to our
club are as follows.

In our school, our sports club has been playing a significant and
paramount role in promoting the essence of sports, amidst the jam-
packed schedule and relentless paces of students. It is anticipated that
our school gives priority to students’ bliss and health which offers a
comprehensive development to students, enhancing and enriching the

school life of students.

One of the most notable benefits of donating old equipment to our
school sports club is its positive influence on the mental well-being of
the stressed students. Students in Hong Kong always have a hectic
lifestyle which acts as a stumbling block for them to keep doing
exercise regularly. Not only is it detrimental to students’ physical
health, but it is also causes a virulent impact on their mental health. In
a bid to alleviate the stress of students, doing sports is irrefutably an
exemplary way to tackle the issue. By immersing themselves in sports,
it allows students to take a deeply required respite from their hustling

school life after a busy day, helping them to recharge.
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Another benefit that is highlighted to our school is enriching our
students’ school life. Nowadays, students concentrate on their
academic results excessively, which opens the door to the high tension
of students. As our school emphasizes that doing exercise is
indispensable in all-rounded development, it is sincerely hoped that
students can have an enjoyable and exhilarating school life by doing
sports with fitness equipment from your centre. We are planning to
organize more activities that allow students to exercise with your
equipment and the equipment will be available for students to use after
the school day. It is assured that students can acquire more physical
health knowledge through using the equipment under teachers’

guidance.

Apart from the above-mentioned benefits, donating old equipment to
the sports club not merely contributes to the school but also benefits

your fitness centre.

Beyond benefits to the school, donating old equipment can strikingly
reduce waste. Old equipment in your centre is originally going to be
thrown away; causing a massive amount of waste which jeopardises
the natural environment of Hong Kong. Moreover, taking the solid-
waste charging scheme into account, your fitness centre will be
charged a tremendous amount of money if the old equipment is thrown
away. Regarding this issue, it is strongly recommended that you
donate the equipment to our sports club for reuse, making your

company an environmentally friendly organization simultaneously.

In addition, the public image of your fitness centre will be enhanced

and your reputation will be gained if you donate those equipment to
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our sports club. Through aligning with the customers, it is believed
that more like-minded individuals will be attracted to your fitness
centre through appropriate propaganda. It is hoped that by taking up
social responsibility, your fitness centre will be more prominent in

society subsequently.

Any support will be highly appreciated by us. If you have any
questions regarding our school, please feel free to contact us through

my email, chriswong@email.
Yours faithfully,

Chris Wong
Chairperson of the Sports Club, ABC School
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Speech
4A Chloe Lau

Good morning, Principal, teachers and my dear fellow schoolmates,

I am Chris Wong, who is serving as the President of the Students
Union as well as the chairperson of the Annual School Fair Organising
Committee. To start off, I’d like to ask you a paramount question: are
you currently engulfed in a state of dullness, desperately seeking some
exhilarating activities to join? If your response is a resounding yes,
then I have a fantastic piece of news for you! Welcome to our highly

anticipated Annual School Fair!

Our Annual School Fair will be hosted on the 29th of May from 12pm
to 4pm in our school. The purpose of this event is to enhance your
secondary school life experience and foster a stronger sense of
belonging within our school community. What makes this event even
more special is that the $10 ticket proceeds will be donated to the
community centre in the neighborhood. Your generous contributions
will also be utilized to improve the facilities of our school, in pursuit
of creating a better learning environment for all of us. By attending the
fair, not only will you have a fantastic time, but you also will be
making a positive impact on our school community. Apart from that,
the tickets are sold on a first-come-first-served basis. So you need to

be quick!

You may wonder what’s around the corner! The momentous event is
not merely an ordinary activity. Our school fair boasts an array of
diverse game stalls, amazing performances and some DIY workshops
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where you can unleash your creativity and craft your own unique
creations! One of the highlights of the Annual School Fair is a charity
food stall where you can delve into the art of dumpling-making
organized by our Cookery Club. Yes, you can make the dumplings by
yourself! You can place the exquisite fillings into pre-kneaded flour.
It’s a joyful and interactive culinary endeavor! Additionally, the
ingredients are entirely organic and chemical-free; and I promise that

you will love it.

While your taste buds eagerly anticipate the dumplings to be cooked
to perfection, welcome to immerse yourself entirely in the traditional
Chinese paper-cutting organized by Chinese Cultural Club. The
Cookery Club will be collaborating with Chinese Cultural Club to
provide you with a more fascinating experience! The club members
will guide you to craft intricate designs, including some adorable
animals like cats and rabbits. What is more, they will also guide you
to craft the auspicious character ‘Fu’, which symbolizes blessing and
good fortune. Another highlight of the Annual School Fair is that we
will hold an exhilarating alumni football game. The Alumni football
match will be so thrilling that high tension will certainly be created in
our covered playground from 2pm to 4pm. So come and cheer for the
alumni team! We will also indulge ourselves in a variety of delectable
snacks, such as vegan burgers, mouth-watering desserts and organic
tea. You can enjoy the excellent vibe of the match while savoring the
tasty delicacies. Furthermore, during this thrilling period, you can
actively participate by voting for your favorite team. If the team you
support emerges victorious, you’ll have the chance to win the aesthetic
and astounding prizes through Lucky Wheel! These activities are

meticulously curated by our club members and teachers, so come and
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join us to enjoy our students’ creations in order to have a more

incredible time with your schoolmates!

Hearing that you want to help out at the annual fair? No problem!
Being a volunteer is an opportunity too meaningful for every one of
you to miss! We need some tour guides for visitors, helpers to run the
game booths and some performers. While we encourage everyone to
register to be a helper, we kindly request that F.1 students refrain from
applying to ensure your safety. However, you are more than welcome
to attend and enjoy the event as a visitor. Those who help out at the
fair will not only get a merit, but they can also enhance the sense of
belonging to our campus community. Seize this opportunity to engage
in it! If you are interested, feel free to contact me through the email on

the fair poster or Google form.
That’s all for today’s sharing. Last but not least, my dear schoolmates,

don’t forget to invite our family and friends to join our Annual School

Fair! See you.
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Speech
4A Karen Chen

Good morning, Principal, teachers and fellow students,

I’'m Chris Wong. On behalf of the Student Union, I am glad to
announce that our school is going to hold the Annual School Fair on
29 May 2021. Can you guess what the theme of this year’s fair is?
Look at the poster! Yes, it is “environmentally friendly”! I’d like to
invite everybody to join me at our school’s Annual Fair. Let me share

some details about it!

Hosting the fair, we aim to call for donations for our school’s future
events and a few charities in our neighborhood. What’s more, we
would like to take this opportunity to convey the important message
of being environmentally friendly to participants like you, your friends
and your parents. To participate in the fair, you need to buy a ticket,
which costs $10, from the Students Union.

One of the highlights of the Annual School Fair is the food stalls
featuring organic fruits and sandwiches in the school hall. The
sandwiches, which will be prepared by the Cooker Club members, are
made with organic cabbages and tomatoes planted in the rooftop
garden by the Gardening Club members. Apart from the sandwiches,
we offer some frozen fruits. One of the food stalls will offer yummy
blended smoothie drinks made with 5 types of seasonal fruits, namely
blueberries, mangos, strawberries, bananas and avocados. They are all
grown in our rooftop garden. I’m sure there will be enough fruits to
satisfy every participant’s choice.
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Besides, there is another event! We offer an opportunity for you and
your friends to share the joy of hand-making a bag — DIY Bag Design.
You are welcome to join the arts and crafts activity held in the activity
room. Our school will order a certain amount of bags that are made of
organic fabrics and materials. A variety of paints will be provided for
you to design your dream bag. We hope this activity can raise

awareness of reusable bags.

Aren’t you excited about the amazing activities of the fair? Come and
join us. We are also recruiting student helpers for the welcoming team,
fruit-picking team, game masters, arts and crafts designers and alumni
football match. Your help will make a significant difference to our
event. If you are interested, please don’t hesitate to contact Chris
Wong at chriswong@hkbs.edu.hk.

Hope to see you at our Annual School Fair. Thank you.
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Exploring the Latest Pop Culture Trends at Your
Fingertips
4A Karen Chen

In an increasingly globalized world, people can receive news and
information online from the Internet, in addition to traditional
newspaper and print magazines. As a teenager, I also prefer blogs and
social media over newspapers and magazines to get to know the latest
trends in pop culture on account of convenience. Nowadays, we can
easily share the information with family and friends. The Internet has
become an essential part of our lives by virtue of the advanced
development of technology. There are two areas of pop culture that
particularly interest me: food and drinks, and style and beauty. Let’s
take a closer look into these two areas.

In regard to food and drinks (Topic-introducing phrase), one of the
popular platforms for getting up-to-date information in this aspect is
Open Rice (Topic sentence). There is a common belief that the cuisine
recommended by foodies is not always as delicious as they claim.
Some foodies may receive money rewards to write favorable reviews,
making their opinions less trustworthy. What people truly desire is an
honest and unbiased review, not a promotional one. It is true that Open
Rice is filled with truthful food reviews written by real customers of
the restaurants, ensuring that there is no exaggeration. People can
completely rely on the food reviews posted there. Additionally, that
Open Rice provides a weekly ranking of the most popular restaurants
is fascinating. It allows us to keep track of the newest trends so we can
visit restaurants that are currently in vogue. Sometimes, certain newly

opened restaurants even offer discounts when customers make a
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reservation at Open Rice. If you enjoy food and drinks, using Open
Rice is a must as you would not want to miss out any available

discounts and trendy eateries!

When it comes to style and beauty (Topic-introducing phrase),
Instagram stands as one of the popular platforms for obtaining up-to-
the-minute information in this aspect (Topic sentence). Undoubtedly,
short videos have gained significant influence in the marketing
industry in recent years, which makes short videos just seem
ubiquitous. Instagram is brimming with a plethora of such videos, with
a particular focus on style and beauty. In terms of makeup, there are
several influencers, such as jojoshica, ponysmakeup and anda-channel.
They share valuable tips on the latest makeup trends, often leaning
towards the Korean style. IT has captivated many teenagers since the
popularity of K-pop and K-drama has contributed to the widespread
appeal of the Korean style among teenagers. Furthermore, for styling,
Instagram offers numerous online shops that sell fashionable clothes.
One example is my favourite 1G shop, little-breezee, which specializes
in Korean and Japanese fashion. They frequently share outfit ideas
integrating the latest elements. For instance, ribbon is one of the
prevalent fashion items thus year. The short videos featuring outfit
ideas serve as inspiration for many individuals to enhance their
personal style. If you are looking to revamp your wardrobe, following
such IG shops can provide valuable insights into the latest popular

trends.
All in all, it has become convenient to gain in-depth insight into the
latest trends in pop culture nowadays. With a simple click on the

Internet, you can search for the information you are interested in
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anywhere and anytime. It is convinced that technology will continue

to evolve over time, making it even easier to access information.
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Reading Widely is the Only Way to Broaden the Mind

75th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival Public Speaking Solo
Secondary 3 and 4 — Champion
3A Jeremy Kwok

Good afternoon everyone! Welcome to this Study Group Meeting!
How’s your day? Some of you told me that you are stressed because
of homework and tests. You don’t want to read a textbook. Let’s take
a break from textbooks then!

In fact, many teenagers neglect the joy of reading. Actually, when you
enjoy reading, reading widely is joyful. I also want to emphasize the
essentiality of reading. In fact, reading widely is the only way to
broaden the mind. It can truly lead our minds to develop. Some of you
may not believe this. Let me use some examples in the art fields to

explain that.

I think you all know who Beethoven is, a famous classical musician.
Some of the compositions are amazing and ever-lasting. For example,
Ode to Joy. (humm some tunes...) If we can comprehend the
harmonious and colorful melodies and tunes, we can absolutely enjoy
his creations. However, what are the meanings and sentiments behind

his creations? How can we appreciate the messages he tries to convey?

By reading Beethoven’s letters and diary entries, we can see through
his life experience and read his soul. He was born in the 18th century.
He read a poem “Ode to Joy”, about freedom and human happiness.
He was attracted to it. The French Revolution started when Beethoven

was about 20 years old. However, the hopeful revolution turned to
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chaos and violence. He confessed in his diary that he suffered from
wars and deafness. He turned the poem “Ode to Joy” to a symphony
representing the universal brotherhood against war and desperation. It
is about having hope in the darkness and gathering together through
wars and fights. Indeed, the composition of “Ode to Joy” is not only
about happiness, but a deeper meaning strongly related to his personal
experience with the French Revolution.

Yes! There is a huge story behind this masterpiece! By reading, we
can understand the stories behind art creations. Read deep into the
artists’ souls, build up a connection between your feelings and the
composers’ minds. Using their art as a medium to soak deep into their
intensity, history and culture. The knowledge and information
enhanced would broaden our mind and expand it to the next level of

appreciation.

Besides music, let’s talk about paintings. Van Gogh is a world famous
artist. Let’s talk about one of his famous paintings, Starry Night. Your
sight might get caught by the vibrant and colorful color combination.
Actually, is it just what a night looked like from Van Gogh’s

perspective?

The painting was painted in an asylum in France. If you read the
exhibition notes of this famous painting, you will discover more about
Van Gogh'’s life and the letters he wrote to his brother. You will know
that this painting is the view of the bedroom in the asylum. From his
letters, he said that he felt like he had attacks from melancholy.
Actually, the swirling stars represent his inner struggle and his mental

instability. If you read on, you will know that this painting is not just
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a beautiful landscape, but a landscape to depict Van Gogh’s struggling
mind. Then, we can fully share his sentiments and experiences when

appreciating his painting.

After this meeting, [ hope you all can realize the power of reading. Just
like the examples I mentioned above, through reading, we can
understand the stories behind those artists. We can read deep in their
souls and understand their artwork. Reading widely is the only way to
broaden our mind when appreciating art. Apart from studying for tests
and exams, reading has thousands of other advantages. Let’s do some
leisure reading! Thank you!
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Reading Widely is the Only Way to Broaden the Mind

75th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival Public Speaking Solo
Secondary 3 and 4 — 2nd runner up
4A Dorothy Lam

Good morning everyone, welcome to the first meeting of the history
study group. I believe all of you must be interested in history, right?
Today, I would like to discuss the most important aspect for historians
to understand the past — reading.

Some of you may be wondering, ‘Just reading books? That sounds so
boring.” But fear not, because what historians define reading is not
only reading those ‘boring’ historical records, articles but also doing
some reading during sightseeing and investigating the historical relic.
After scanning through those primary sources, they will read to
understand and infer what happened in the past. It is crucial to
emphasize that when studying history, one cannot focus on one
narration. To truly grasp the full picture of the world, historians must
read widely.

Let’s imagine you are now an archaeologist who is in Egypt. You got
a map and a book named “Ancient Record of Egypt”, which is a
compilation of all the extant hieroglyphic inscriptions. You find
yourself standing in front of the towering pyramids with its mysterious
hieroglyphs and the Great Sphinx of Giza, which has captivated the
historians for centuries. What would you do to discover this
remarkable civilization? Well, the first thing you would do is to read.
You would carefully examine the hieroglyphic inscriptions on the

walls of the pyramids. Each symbol, each word has a story to tell. By
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decoding the hieroglyphics, you can uncover the mysteries of ancient
Egypt. You will also read books written by experts in the field. These
books provide valuable insight into the culture, religion and the life of
the Egyptians. This information helps you to piece together the puzzle
to form a picture of ancient Egypt. In fact, reading isn’t limited to
books alone. Besides reading, you would also need to go for fieldwork
to read the environment. You would need to explore the ancient
architectures from their houses, temples and the tombs. By closely
examining the architecture, you can gain a deeper understanding of

society thousands of years ago.

Moving back to our own city — Hong Kong, there is a famous
historical relic, Sung Wong Toi. When it was initially discovered, it
was just a stone with few words inscribed on it. Do you know how the
researchers were able to find out the valuable meaning behind? Once
again, reading plays a central role. Historians started by reading the
stone itself, and they discovered that it may be a historical relic in the
13th century, which is the Sung dynasty. After that, they started to read
lots of historical records and maps in the late 1200s. Eventually, they
found out that the name Sung Wong Toi literally means Terrace of
kings of the Sung dynasty. The stone is believed to have been a
memorial to the last two boy emperors of the Southern Sung dynasty,
who temporarily lived in Hong Kong from 1277 to 1279. Historians
keep reading to uncover this remarkable and memorable piece of Hong
Kong’s history.

As Daniel J. Boorstin, a renowned American historian once said, ‘By
reading, we discover our world, our history, and ourselves.” Boorstin,

who wrote extensively on American and world history, acknowledged
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the importance of reading widely. Also, the examples I have shared
today clearly demonstrate that reading is the only way for us to
broaden our minds. So from now on, let’s read widely. By doing so,
we will discover some different topics that can expand our horizons

and deepen our understanding of the world. Thank you.
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Marrying for money

75th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival Public Speaking Solo
Secondary 5 — 1st runner up
5A Zoe Wong

Good morning my dear Form1 girls! Time flies and it’s almost the end
of the school year. Did you reach all the goals you set this year? Or do
you feel so lost for your future? Future always seems to be distant from
us. Today, I want to talk about our future, the future of every young
woman. In fact, I hope to break some of the myths about women’s

future.

Society tells us that a woman worries about the future until she gets a
husband. Many parents told us girls should have a good marriage for
good fortune. Thanks to fairy tales, the stereotype of a girl marrying a
rich husband has been deeply rooted in society. However, is it really
the future a girl desires? Life shouldn’t come in one way! Girls
shouldn’t just wait for the luck to marry a rich husband. If marrying a

man is the only way for a girl to get rich, is it better to be rich or lucky?

I advocate we girls need to build our own lives in order to make

ourselves rich!

In the early 20th century, most women all around the world did not
work outside the home, and those who did were primarily young and
unmarried. In that era, just 20 percent of all women had a job, let alone
a career. The fact that many women left work upon marriage reflected
cultural norms, the limited options available to them, and legal

strictures.
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But nowadays, girls, you and I are receiving education. We get the
right to have our own careers in pursuit of independent financial
circumstances. Setting up your own business or working hard in a
company would provide you with capital to access successful paths.
You should create your own successful life without any concerns.
Chase your dreams or unlock more skills - it all depends on you!
Education and hard work will contribute to upper social mobility and

wealth.

However, marrying a rich husband is a completely different story.
About 150 years ago, in the UK, women who held property of any kind
were required to give up all rights to it to their husbands on marriage.
With continuing social progress, a long-running campaign by various
women's groups led in 1870 to the Married Women's Property Act.
Further campaigning resulted in an extension of this law in 1882 to
allow married women to have complete personal control over all of
their property. Can you imagine all your expenditures being restricted
and your life no longer belongs to you! Back to today, when a woman
chooses to marry a rich husband and rely on her husband financially,
imagine it were you, you might have the entire life surrounding the
rich husband and begging money for purchase.

Girls, my question here is - when we have the ability to make ourselves
rich, why should we sit and wait for a rich man by luck?

By showing our own abilities as girls in various working fields,
opportunities will be given as a result. Grasp the chances in building
self-esteem as well as the growth in mindset. Eventually, respect and

appreciation will be gained. Your values could be seen and there will
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be success in your aspect. Marriage is no longer the lucky way for
money. Indeed, your abilities and values are the utmost to determine
your wealth.

Next, when you have bigger financial power, you have greater
responsibility. According to the UNICEF, an estimated 640 million
girls and women alive today were married in childhood because most
of them had no choice but to marry for money. They or their families
believe being able to marry for money is luck; it’s an opportunity to
improve their quality of life. Sadly, the truth is child marriage
threatens the lives, well-being and futures of girls around the world.
What if these girls could be empowered to make a living themselves,
to be financially independent? With wealth by hard work, we have the
discourse power of our marriage and the confidence to pursue our
dreams. Our ultimate aim after being rich is to empower other girls in

society to pursue equal communities.

Bowie Lam the founder and executive director of Teen’s Key is one
of the ladies we all should look up to! She is a self-made woman. After
her graduation from university, she noticed a lack of resources in
society for marginalized young women. In the hope to alleviate this
circumstance, an NGO Teen’s Key was founded in 2011 to provide a
safe space that empowers young women to gain the confidence they
need to realize their potential and have the freedom to choose their
future. Up to now, more than 15,000 vulnerable young women have
received support and the numbers keep rising. The needs of young
women are seen by society and receive greater attention. Girls, with

all our powers in this hall, impact on the issues could be made through
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engaging in philanthropy for young vulnerable women like what

Bowie Lam did.

Ladies, our fortune should be in our hands, not by luck. I advocate to
break the myths of marrying for money. Serena Williams, a former
American professional tennis player with four Olympic gold medals
record once said ‘Every woman’s success should be an inspiration to
another, we’re strongest when we cheer each other on.” The myth of
“being lucky to marry a rich guy” could come to an end now in our
generation! With capital and ability, we should empower ourselves
and advocate for other young women in the society to aim for a
successful life, to pursue good wealth and fortune and to participate in
philanthropy. Girls, be a girls role model in pursuit of a more equal
world! Thank you.
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The value of Money

75th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival Public Speaking Solo
Secondary 5 — 2nd runner up
5B Agatha Cheung

Good morning principal, teachers, and my dear fellow form one
students. Today is the 17th October, the International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty, an opportunity for us to recognize and reflect

on the issues of poverty and wealth disparity.

Try to imagine, if you were given two choices! Option A: a
HKD500000 scholarship to study in a world-renowned university like
Oxford, Cambridge, MIT. Option B: winning a lottery of
HKD500,000 in cash. Which one would you choose?

Remember our school motto is to strive for excellence! We are
privileged students studying in a respectable private school. Most of
us come from affluent families. Our goal is to be in the top tier of
society. Undoubtedly, a university degree at OxBridge or an Ivy
school is our choice! Receiving quality education provides us with
long-term benefits like academic profiles, social status, elite internship
jobs, potentially outstanding careers and finances. By choosing

education, we can get rich or richer!

However, people in low-income neighborhoods should choose to be
lucky. A lottery of HKD500000 is genuinely lucky money to them!
The lucky money enables them to solve problems instantly, for
example, giving children basic education, providing clean water,
providing basic health care, improving childhood nutrition, supporting
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neigherhood enhancement, preventing child marriage, preventing
human trafficking and many more. Indeed, some of the poor people
need to be lucky to change a life!

The above exactly demonstrates the ideological differences caused by
the wealth gap.

Accepting the money for being lucky is equivalent to succumbing to
reality or solving real problems in impoverished areas. Let me explain

why money plays a role for the poor in three aspects: the P-I-E, pie.

“P” means the pursuit of quality life. With cash capital, it improves
people’s quality of life by providing access to necessary medical
equipment or equal educational opportunities. In different third world
countries, many regions had problems with low education penetration
and school-age children out of school. Recent data showed that 35%
of children in some poor African nations had not received a primary
school diploma. For the students in Hong Kong, it is a blessing that
each of us is born with equal educational opportunities, with 12 years
of free education. Yet, in less developed countries, this is regarded as
a luxury. In fact, a HKD500000 scholarship in Yale doesn’t solve all
problems in the developed country, but a HKD500000 cash or funding
can solve the problems of insufficient resources in education for
thousands of people.

“I” means the implementation of charity work. Chuck Feeney has
donated a total of US$6.3 billion, known as the James Bond of
philanthropy. But does being rich imply that he lives a worry-free and

prosperous life? On the contrary, he and his wife live in a rented one-
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bedroom apartment in San Francisco. With no vehicles, no brand of
clothes.They wear plastic watches they bought from street vendors.
Feeney funded the construction of many public welfare buildings but
insisted on not leaving his name behind. This is the highest level that
money can achieve. He doesn't use money to make him richer; he uses
money as a blessing. Think about those in need who are lucky to be
benefited. There is no doubt that people can get extra wealth, but how

many people are willing to donate this grace easily?

“E” means the enhancement in pursuit of dreams. Elon Musk is a
brilliant entrepreneur and innovator known for pursuing his dreams
and pushing the boundaries of technology. Elon Musk is one of the
founders of SpaceX. He dreams of sending humans to Mars and
establishing permanent colonies, providing more possibilities for the
future of human civilization. But all these need a big amount of
investment money. With the blessing of money, namely being rich, it
is not impossible to successfully harvest and fulfill your dreams. In
this final analysis, as long as you have enough money, you can lay a
stable foundation for yourself and pursue your dreams. We cannot just
rely on luck to pursue dreams.

Boys and girls, maybe HKD500000 adds icing on the cake to your life
and creates different chances and experiences for you. Money can also
be a treasure chest, which contains many precious qualities, including
the ability to improve others’ capacities, the virtue of dedication to
others, and the enthusiasm to pursue dreams.

My dear form one students, Ayn Rand once said, ‘money is only a tool,

it will take you everywhere you wish, but it will not replace you as the
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driver.” To certain people, it’s better to be rich. To some people, it’s

better to be lucky to have real money.

I hope each one of us can analyze things in life from two or even more
perspectives. Do not just stay in your own sphere. Perhaps this is a
way to truly understand various social affairs, for example, the wealth
gap. Thank you.
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Knowledge is better stored in the human brain than
in a laptop

75th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival

Public Speaking Team Open Secondary 1-3 — Champion

3A Lo Ho Wai
3A Kwok Tsz Long Jeremy
3A Koon Tsz Ling

1st Speaker Casper Lo - the MC of the Education Export

Good afternoon, teachers, parents and students. I am Casper Lo, the
MC of today’s Education Expo. We are absolutely delighted and
grateful that all of you have come to participate in this programme.

The topic of this seminar is: knowledge is better stored in the human
brain than in a laptop. Nowadays, it’s not uncommon to see students
using laptops, iPads and tablets for learning and acquiring knowledge.
While electronic devices bring convenience to students’ lives, can
computers really replace teachers?

We are honored to have Professor Jeremy Kwok from the Department
of Neurolinguistics of The Hong Kong University with us today.
Professor Kwok will offer his insights into the debate on whether
knowledge is better stored in the human brain than in a laptop! The
professor will also talk about the connection between education and
the uniqueness of the human brain. Ladies and gentlemen, a big round

of applause please - Profess-or, Je-remy, KWOK!
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2nd Speaker Jeremy Kwok - Professor of HKU

Thank you Casper! Good afternoon everyone! I’'m Professor Jeremy
from The Hong Kong University. My academic research mainly
focuses on computer science, neurolinguistics, as well as the structure

and functioning of the brain.

Before I start, let me ask all of you a question: How often do you use
a laptop as a tool to acquire knowledge? Since the 1980s, laptops have
become useful tools in our everyday learning, from information
processing to e-visiting the British Museum! We can simply surf the
Internet and pore over as much quality material as we like or browse
endlessly in all kinds of different directions. We can do this because
the information never stops flowing and it is all just a few clicks of an
electronic mouse away. And a second revolution in computer
technology has just begun as well: the application of Chat GPT, Siri
and other Al tools to education has already begun. These tools can
assist and provide us with new knowledge of the world instantly.
Compared with a few taps on a keyboard to direct a search engine, our
brain is much less efficient. It takes the brain much more time to solicit
the specific information we have stored in it. Some information and
knowledge might even have been forgotten or distorted by our
emotions, graphic detailing and thoughts. As a result, the knowledge
and information extracted from our brain could be less objective.
Indeed, our teachers even occasionally make mistakes when
responding to students’ questions. So as regards Al’s application and
use in education and taking all of the above observations into
consideration, it would seem logical to conclude that knowledge

would be better stored in a laptop than in a human brain.
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However, the human brain is complex and has hidden advantages. It
also has plenty of irreplaceable features. Our ingenious brain processes
emotions, for example. On the contrary, computers, artificial
intelligence and all of the other electronic tools we have do not feel
emotions or have thoughts of their own. In schools, students are the
recipients of knowledge. Students are humans. Students have
feelings.... Students, at a young age, are vulnerable and rather passive
in the transformation process of knowledge. Teachers can offer
flexibility and ample mental support during the learning process. And
in this way we see that in education it is computers that do not have
the ability to build connections, not humans!

Learning is a process through which better-informed subjects pass on
knowledge and skills and ultimately influence the attitudes, decisions
and actions of learners. Considering the benefits to the knowledge
receivers, namely students, knowledge is better stored in a human
brain than in a laptop. Let me give you some more examples: Students
demand mental support when they are facing academic pressure,
family issues and an unpredictable future. Teachers are experienced
and caring. Thus, teachers can help students manage feelings of
anxiety, and instruct them on ways to adopt a better mental framework,
and drive learning in a joyful manner. Take myself as an example, I
once felt stressed and confused as a secondary student before I got the
expert support of my class teacher. We talked about the sweet and sour
sides of life. The conversation helped alleviate my stress. Eventually
my mindset turned, and I was able to find peace, and get back on track

enjoying my learning journey again.
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When we apply knowledge to our daily lives, knowledge is also better
solicited from a human brain than from a laptop. First, teachers have
their personal encounters with regard to certain ethical knowledge and
sensitive information. Their stories and insights can facilitate students’
attitudes, cognitive behavior and responses to certain topics. Second,
while students are intrigued by the limitless state of knowledge and
get lost, teachers are able to guide them towards inquiry and what they
really need to know. Teachers can help us refine our research skills
and the methods of investigation that we use. Third, the human brain
makes quick responses to real-life issues. A well-educated British girl,
Tilly Smith, traveled to Thailand. Sitting on a beach, she noticed that
the water suddenly started to recede. She reacted quickly and made a
call for people to evacuate. It was Tilly’s knowledge about the warning

signs of tsunamis that possibly saved thousands of people’s lives!

Students will become the pillars of future society. The hopes of society,
nations and, indeed, the entire planet rest with them. Quality education
is crucial in nurturing these future pillars. Computers, laptops and
artificial intelligence are tools to facilitate our learning, but can they
really contribute to customizing a student's learning progress and the
application of knowledge? On the contrary, teachers are in a better
position to do these jobs. We must recognize and respect the presence
of human teachers in the chain of knowledge. Again, let me say,
knowledge is better stored in the human brain than in a laptop.

I have come to the end of my talk. Thank you!
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3rd Speaker Sharleen Koon - The Organiser of the Education Expo

Thank you Professor Jeremy for your informative and expert sharing;
it was marvelous! I am Miss Sharleen Koon, the organizer of the
Education Expo. I'm sure that all of you have learnt a lot from
Professor Jeremy Kwok. And I believe he has clearly explained the
benefits of students’ receiving knowledge from a human teacher and
rebutted some of the fallacies around the idea of the superiority of

learning with computers.

The computer is definitely a powerful, functional tool that we can
operate to receive information. However, an educator as a human is
actually more helpful in dealing with students’ personal development
and mental approach to life - both essential aspects in an effective
learning journey. Replacing the teacher with a computer will be a
careless decision. Revisiting and evaluating the teachers’ role in
ensuring quality education brings me to the conclusion that we
definitely need a human brain to store, process, transform, and

transmit knowledge.

So, my dear audience, we must treasure the precious time we spend
receiving education from human teachers. What’s more, we can learn
about the application of knowledge, develop our morality and nurture
our common sense better through face-to-face interaction with real
people. All in all, there is no doubt in my mind that knowledge is better

stored in a human brain than in a laptop.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you again for joining the Education Expo.

That’s all I want to say.
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It is not the planet that needs saving, it is LIFE on

the planet that is most at risk

75th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival
Public Speaking Team Open Secondary 4-6 - Champion

5A Wong Tsz Yau
4A Lam Hiu Ching
5B Cheung Yuen Ki

1st Speaker (MC) — Zoe Wong

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen! And thank you all for joining us
tonight in this grand hall today! I’'m Zoe Wong, the MC of today’s
movie premiere. The title of the movie is ‘The Devastating’. We will
begin with an introduction of the movie by the director, Ms. Dorothy
Lam, and this will be followed by a remark to be made by the investor,
Ms Agatha Cheung.

Without further ado, I wish now to introduce the director. By the age
of 35, Ms. Dorothy Lam had already received high honors in the film
profession and been hailed a genius director. Over a period of ten years,
she directed more than 10 movies with 3 of them being nominated for
Oscars - in 2013, 2015 and 2021 respectively. With films embracing
future society and truly striking a chord with audiences, she has also

established herself as one of the most influential directors in Asia.

‘The Devastating’ depicts a catastrophic flood in the world of 2050.

As the maker of this masterpiece, can Ms Lam tell us what the
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inspiration was behind it? And, if faced with the same dire straits,

facing the last moment of your life, what would you do?

The director of The Devastating, Ms. Lam is here to give you her
answers to these questions. Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome the

director; give her a big round of applause please: Ms. Dorothy Lam!

2nd Speaker (director) — Dorothy Lam

My dear fellow viewers, fans and journalists. Thank you all for coming
to the premiere of the movie, The Devastating! As the director of this

film, it’s an honor for me to be here, and share my ideas with you all.

The film’s background story is a catastrophic flood caused by extreme
weather due to the long-term impacts of global warming accelerated
by CO2 emissions! The inspiration for this movie came to me through
two separate events.

The first: ... one day, while I was driving to a studio in London, I came
across a BBC radio broadcast on ‘fast fashion’, which explored,
specifically, the details of the production of jeans. What amazed and
astonished me was that every single pair of jeans emits 33.4kg of CO2
during the production process. What exactly is 33.4kg of CO2? This
is equivalent to the weight of a child! It’s equal to the amount of CO2
absorption of a tree in 1.3 years. It is difficult, if not impossible for
trees to offset the carbon emissions of jean production, let alone the
carbon emissions of piles of clothes in numerous shops. At that very
moment, [ looked at the jeans I was wearing and my heart got tied up

in countless tangles and struggles. I started to realise which human
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activities contribute to climate change, and started to feel guilty about
my own personal impact on the world’s climate. Not long after that, I
decided I wanted to make a movie that would build a socio-emotional
connection between my audience and this profoundly important global

1ssue.

Fast forward one week and I’m in Hong Kong visiting my family when
suddenly Super Typhoon Mangkhut hits: the most intense typhoon to
affect Hong Kong since Typhoon Ellen in 1983. There were over
1,000 reports of flooding in just two days. There were also landslides;
roads were blocked; just about every service was cancelled; shops
were shut; thousands of trees were uprooted and lay scattered on the
ground across the territory for weeks after. Witnessing all the chaos
through a window in my bedroom, it really dawned on me just how
fragile our lives are in the midst of extreme weather. ... Next thing,
like magic, I’'m back in LA and I’'m writing; I feel I have a compelling
hook for a story, and I’'m hoping I’'m going to be able to raise

awareness of the threats of extreme weather to individual lives.

The story is set in the world of 2050. Human beings have consumed
the earth’s energy stocks wantonly, and ignored the extremely high
price behind it. As a consequence of humans’ selfish behavior, carbon
emissions have by then reached excessive levels, and an
unprecedented and devastating flood occurs. Due to a rise in
temperature, the polar ice caps completely melt in just 2 short years.
All lands on Earth become submerged and no one escapes the disaster.
In the end, the entire planet turns into a silent water vessel without any
Life on it whatsoever.

195



Imagine that: while this water planet still continuously and indefinitely
revolves around the Sun, human beings are no longer part of it:...
extinct, dead, gone forever from this universe! The Earth itself is still
a planet in the solar system,; it still exists. But what about us? After all
was said and done, it was us, human beings, who were the ones really

at risk!

Ladies and gentlemen, the risk of going extinct due to excessive
carbon emissions is real - the countless recent extreme weather events
are telling us so. Human extinction might not be a favourable ending
for a popular movie, but as a director who conveys stories of reality, I
chose to highlight a real threat rather than sugar-coat it with a happy
ending. My dear friends, it is also your choice. Let’s put an end to the
behaviors that have contributed a hefty amount to the emissions of
greenhouse gases. The earth will evolve to survive by the rule of nature;
however, we are also at risk, and we need to use our own hands to save

our own lives!

The former US’s Vice President Al Gore sounded the alarm bells on
the effects of global climate change in one of the most talked-about
documentaries, An Inconvenient Truth. Al Gore quotes, “You see that
pale, blue dot? That’s us. We have the ability to do this. Each one of
us is a cause of global warming, but each of us can make choices to
change that.” His words were wise.

Before [ end my speech, [ would like to take this opportunity to express

my sincere gratitude to the biggest investor in our movie, The
Devastating, Ms Agatha Cheung. Her support has been indispensable,
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and has directly led to the successful release of this film. Everyone,

please give Agatha a big round of applause!

And my thanks once again to all of you for supporting the movie!

3rd Speaker (investor) — Agatha Cheung

Good evening, ladies and gentleman! I couldn’t even begin to tell you
how proud I am to be here on this glorious night, to celebrate this
glorious event. It’s not often that a film would demand that you devote
less time to entertainment, and more on reflections around the
consequences of our daily actions: a call for humility. That’s the whole

reason for making The Devastating!

Dorothy found the right investor. I consider myself a survivor of the
2004 Indonesian tsunami. The feelings of hopelessness I had while
caught up in that life-threatening tragedy were, before that day,
unimaginable to me. In the face of these climate change impacts and

risks, humans are vulnerable!

The movie released tonight serves as a powerful wake-up call on the
urgency of addressing climate change. By highlighting the root cause
of extreme weather events, the film enlightens us about what to do to
save life on our planet. Remember, it is not the PLANET that needs
saving, it is LIFE on the planet that does!

... Please join us in giving a big “Thanks” to Agatha one last time for
both her outstanding film, and her efforts to bring into focus the critical

need for action around the climate change issue. Thank you!
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Debate Speeches



THBT (This House Believes That) South Korea
should exempt top K-Pop stars from mandatory

military service

2A Tan Edgar
3A Lau Bou Coeng Chance
4B Tin Cheuk Bun

Speaker 1: Tan Edgar
Ladies and gentlemen,

Today, our team affirms the motion “This house believes that South
Korea should exempt top K-Pop stars from mandatory military
service.” We advocate for recognizing the exceptional success and
influence of these artists based on our team’s line, “Valuing diverse

contributions.”

In this debate, “top K-Pop stars” refer to highly successful and
influential artists within the industry. They have achieved remarkable
popularity with chart-topping hits, sold-out concerts, substantial fan
bases, and numerous major music awards. We propose that the Korean
government determines exemptions based on the stars’ annual
earnings and fan base size. These artists should earn millions of US
dollars annually and possess one of the top 100 largest fandoms

worldwide.

Top K-Pop stars serve as cultural ambassadors for Korea, representing

the nation’s music industry on the global stage. Considering their huge
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contributions, I am going to present how granting exemptions to K-
pop stars from mandatory military service is a justifiable means of
achieving equity. Our second speaker will elaborate on their
significant cultural and economic impact, while our third speaker will

summarize our case.

To justify fairness to the K-pop stars, let's first examine existing
precedents. Korea already grants exemptions based on specific criteria.
Exceptional athletes who achieve significant honors in international
sports competitions, such as the Olympic Games or Asian Games, are
eligible for exemptions. Athletes like Son Heung-min and Kim Yuna
received exemptions for their outstanding performances, and

rightfully so.

Similarly, musicians and artists with exceptional talent and
achievements can be granted exemptions. Psy, whose global hit
“Gangnam Style” took the world by storm, received an exemption due

to his contributions as a singer, songwriter, and performer.

Moreover, exemptions are also extended to scientists and researchers
who make significant contributions to critical areas of national interest.
Hwang Woo-suk, Chung Un-chan, and Lee Sang-yup are prime
examples of individuals whose exemptions were granted based on
their notable achievements in science fields. Their work contributes to

the advancement of knowledge and the betterment of society.
Considering the exemptions already granted to exceptional achievers
in sports, music, and science, it is only fair to extend the same

treatment to top K-Pop stars. Their impact on Korean culture and their
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global reach cannot be underestimated. By exempting them from
mandatory military service, we acknowledge their diverse
contributions and ensure that they can continue to flourish as
ambassadors of Korean music. Therefore, today’s motion must stand.

Thank you!

Speaker 2: Lau Bou Coeng Chance

Ladies and gentlemen,

We stand in favor of today’s motion, and our team line is “Valuing

diverse contributions.”

Let me start with some rebuttals. (Rebuttals)

Now, back to my substantive. Exempting K-pop stars from mandatory
military service acknowledges their cultural and economic

contributions to Korea.

Culturally, K-pop stars serve as cultural ambassadors, promoting
Korean culture and language globally. In fact, their international
popularity is a crucial factor in soft power diplomacy. For example,
BTS and EXO have achieved unprecedented success and gained
massive followings worldwide, shaping positive impressions of Korea.
Granting them exemption ensures their continued impact and

enhances their soft power on the world stage.

Economically, K-pop’s influence is reflected in the country’s GDP.

According to data from the Korea Creative Content Agency, the export
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value of K-pop-related products and services increased from $40
million in 2003 to over $5 billion in 2018, with an annual growth rate
0f 31.9%. A report by the Hyundai Research Institute also showed that
the K-pop industry contributed 1.7% to Korea's GDP in 2018, creating
numerous job opportunities in sectors like music and fashion. The
industry employs about 92,000 people in Korea, according to the
Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism. For example, BTS is
attracting around 800,000 foreign tourists to Korea each year and is
estimated to have generated economic effects worth $32.6 billion US
dollars over the past decade. What's more, the U.S. Modern Language
Association found that partly because of the K-pop trend, more
students in the U.S. are learning to speak Korean. It said that between
2006 and 2016, the number of university students enrolled in Korean
almost doubled.

Interrupting the artists’ careers for military service could hinder their
contributions and potential growth. Therefore, exemptions should be
granted, and today’s motion must stand.

Speaker 3: Tin Cheuk Bun

Ladies and gentlemen,

Our team supports today’s motion, and our team line is “Valuing

diverse contributions.”

Let me first rebut some of the points made by our opponent. (Rebuttals)
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To sum up, our first speaker highlighted the exceptional success and
influence of these artists, emphasizing the need to value their diverse
contributions. Granting exemptions demonstrates fair treatment of
these artists, similar to other outstanding athletes, musicians, and

scientists who have been exempted.

Our second speaker discussed the cultural and economic contributions
of K-pop stars, emphasizing the industry’s exponential growth and the
potential hindrance to their careers and economic impact if interrupted
by military service. Granting exemptions recognizes the time-sensitive
nature of their careers and ensures a level playing field for their pursuit

of excellence.

With the diverse contributions K-pop stars have made, it is clear that

today’s motion must stand. Thank you.
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In times of economic crisis, THW (this house would)

abolish the minimum wage

3D Lai Tsz Lap
2A Tan Edgar
3A Lau Bou Coeng Chance

Speaker 1: Lai Tzs Lap

Ladies and gentlemen, we are against today’s motion based on our

team line: “Adjustment is better than abolition.”

Firstly, I would like to respond to the points made by the first speaker
on the affirmative side. (Rebuttals)

Returning to our case, in today’s debate, [ will explain why the motion
encourages labor exploitation and why adjusting the minimum wage
is better than abolishing it. Our second speaker will explain why the
motion will worsen the economic crisis and present the advantages of

our alternative. Our third speaker will summarize our case.

According to the International Labour Organization, the purpose of a
minimum wage is to protect vulnerable workers against unreasonably

low pay and reduce inequality.

If the minimum wage were abolished, low-income workers would be
more prone to labor exploitation, especially during an economic crisis.
Research conducted by the University of Nevada shows that
companies’ wage-setting power increases during a recession, which

may eventually push wages down. The United Nations reports that
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during the 2008 financial crisis, workers who kept their jobs were

forced to accept lower wages and benefits.

Without a binding minimum wage, employers would become too
powerful and could exploit workers by offering excessively low wages
to low-income workers. This would add insult to their injury since

their income is already barely enough even with a minimum wage.

Clearly, today’s motion turns a blind eye to the well-being of low-
income workers. However, we recognize that some flexibility would
be helpful. Therefore, we propose keeping the minimum wage but
adjusting it based on actual economic and employment situations. For
example, the exact amount can be decided by the government’s head
economist according to market data. If there is deflation during a crisis,
we can consider lowering the minimum wage due to a decrease in the
cost of living. However, if stagflation occurs, where inflation and
recession happen simultaneously, we must keep the minimum wage at
least at the current level. Our alternative helps strike a balance between

workers’ and employers’ well-being, leading to a better situation.

Adjustment is better than abolition. Today’s motion must fall. Thank

you.

Speaker 2: 2A Tan Edgar

Ladies and gentlemen, we are against today’s motion based on our

team line: “Adjustment is better than abolition.”
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First, I would like to rebut some points made by the affirmative.
(Rebuttals)

Returning to our case, the abolition of the minimum wage is
counterproductive as it worsens the economic crisis. When wages
decrease after the abolition of the minimum wage, it has a negative
impact on individuals’ consumption levels, further harming the
economy. Marc Stier, the director of the Pennsylvania Budget &
Policy Center, found that the minimum wage actually helped the US
escape from the Great Depression in 1938. He discovered that a
reasonable minimum wage level keeps our economy afloat by
maintaining consumption levels. This idea is further supported by
Todd Sorenson, a professor at the University of California, who found
that wage cuts in a recession further decrease consumption, creating a

vicious circle that prolongs the length of a recession.

Moreover, the lack of labor protection resulting from the abolition of
the minimum wage can diminish work incentives. Research by UC
Berkeley found that the minimum wage helps companies retain
workers and reduce worker turnover rates. If workers receive
unreasonable pay, they will be less motivated to work, reducing
productivity and worsening the crisis.

Our alternative is to implement market-based adjustments based on
prevailing economic conditions, such as inflation, productivity levels,
and labor market conditions. By finding the best minimum wage levels
in different situations, we can effectively address each unique
economic crisis. Situational adjustment of the minimum wage is far

more effective and beneficial than total abolition.
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Today’s motion must fall. Thank you.

Speaker 3: Lau Bou Coeng Chance

Ladies and gentlemen, we are against today’s motion based on our

team line: “Adjustment is better than abolition.”

First,  would like to rebut some of the points made by the affirmative.
(Rebuttals)

And now, in conclusion, our first speaker has explained why low-
income workers are more prone to labor exploitation due to unequal
negotiation power when there isn’t a minimum wage during crises. He
suggested a better alternative, which is adjusting the minimum wage
rather than abolishing it, reinforcing our team line, “Adjustment is

better than abolition.”

Our second speaker explained why the abolition of the minimum wage
is counterproductive because it reduces consumption and lowers work
incentives. In addition, he emphasized why situational adjustment of
the minimum wage is far more effective and beneficial than total

abolition.

The minimum wage should be adjusted instead of abolished in times

of crisis. Today’s motion must fall. Thank you.
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THR (This house regrets) the rise of cancel culture

2A Tan Edgar
3D Lai Tsz Lap
3A Lau Bou Coeng Chance

Speaker 1: Tan Edgar
Ladies and gentlemen,

We support today’s motion based on our team line: “Cancel culture

harms intellectual progress.”

First, I would like to define some key terms. According to the
Cambridge Dictionary, “cancel culture” refers to the action of
completely rejecting and removing all support for someone who has
said or done something that has offended you or another person. And

“regret” means to feel sorry about something wrong that has happened.

I will explain the negative impacts brought about by cancel culture.
Our second speaker will explain why cancel culture fails to achieve its

intended purpose, while our third speaker will summarize our case.

Ladies and gentlemen, when cancel culture is prominent, people with
different opinions are forced to bow down to the noisy mob. For
instance, according to the Washington Post, the writer of the Harry
Potter series, J.K. Rowling, faced cancellation for voicing concerns
about women’s rights. While Ms. Rowling’s opinions may be
challenging to accept in some ways, should her whole career and life
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be destroyed? Do you really want to cancel all the joy her stories bring

just because she is worried about women’s rights?

Opinions on controversial issues are never going to align perfectly
with each other. No one person or group should have the power to
dictate what is considered socially right or wrong. Sadly, with cancel
culture, supporters of one view only are given the power to demolish
other people’s lives. Do we need to constantly check if our opinions

are “nice” every time we speak? Can I even open my mouth anymore?

As I said in the beginning, cancel culture is harming society and
intellectual progress. The toxic nature of cancel culture creates such a
chilling effect that people are even afraid to share thoughtful opinions
out of fear of a mob crashing down on them. A 2023 survey conducted
by the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education found that 40%
of people now prefer to keep quiet rather than expressing their true
beliefs. People are living in fear!

Worse still, according to the Pew Research Center, 35% of
cancellation attempts are excessive attacks that do not consider the
intentions of the speaker. These attacks are fueled by outrage and lies.
As former American presidents Trump and Obama have both said,
cancel culture is simply “toxic” hate. It's one of the few things they

agree on!
So, everybody, let the police do the policing, and let's use the internet

the way it was intended to be used: for entertainment and learning, not

for random cancellations!

210



Cancel culture’s effect on society is so harmful that today's motion

must absolutely stand! Thank you!

Speaker 2: Lai Tzs Lap

We support today’s motion based on our team line: “Cancel culture
jeopardizes intellectual progress.”

First, some rebuttals. (Rebuttals)

Returning to our case, cancel culture claims to achieve the noble

purpose of improving society and intellectual progress, but that’s a lie.

Cancel culture is commonly used as a weapon to shut down celebrities,
even when they have done nothing wrong. Take Taylor Swift as an
example: attacks against her keep happening, targeting her music,
talent, romantic life, and most recently, disgusting deep fakes of her
have been posted online. And what has she done wrong? Absolutely
nothing! Her huge fan base has helped her survive, but not everyone
is so lucky!

Furthermore, cancel culture brings about a vicious cycle: it fuels
similar hate and oppression to what it claims to address. Psychologist
Matt Glowiak suggests that the person facing cancellation will
eventually retaliate, leading to a cycle of hatred, just as we see in
America today between the left and the right. This results in pointless

and angry cancellation battles between people with different opinions.
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Secondly, cancel culture focuses on shame instead of accountability,
as suggested by Business Insider. As our first speaker mentioned,
cancelers force people to accept their views through a chilling effect
instead of engaging in meaningful explanations of why their views are

more preferable.

According to the BBC, JK Rowling even faced threats of violence

because of her comments.

Cancel culture brings no positive impact on moral standards, as it

replaces debate and meaningful conversation.

Today’s motion must stand. Thank you.

Speaker 3: Lau Bou Coeng Chance

Ladies and gentlemen, let me reiterate our team line: “Cancel culture

jeopardizes intellectual progress.” (Rebuttals)

Now, let me summarize our team’s case.

Our first speaker has explained the detrimental effects of cancel
culture. It creates toxic tribalism where people supporting mainstream
views suppress niche opinions and force conformity through group
pressure. Additionally, cancel culture creates a chilling effect that
makes people reluctant to voice their opinions due to fear of being

canceled.
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Our second speaker has explained why cancel culture fails to bring
intellectual progress. It is ineffective as it leads to vengeance and
retaliation, further polarizing opinions and resulting in meaningless
cancellation battles. Furthermore, cancel culture focuses on shaming
the target instead of fostering accountability and understanding.

At the end of the day, intellectual debate and discussion should be used
to resolve differences in opinions. Sadly, people are abusing the
application of cancel culture, jeopardizing the intellectual progress of

our society. We regret the rise of cancel culture. Thank you.
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The Edge of Collapse

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

Mum
Daughter
Mum
Daughter
Son

Mum

Son

Dad

Mum

Son

. Daughter

Dad
Daughter

Dad

Daughter

2A Lai Chuk Lam

Hey, daughter! Tidy up and wash the dishes!
Yes, Mum.

Faster! How come you are so slow?

I’'m going to wash them right now.

This person should do the heavy work.

Oh, it’s almost your birthday, Son. What present do
you want?

Uhm, I want a pair of limited edition sneakers.

Oh yes, your sister’s birthday is close to yours. Let’s
celebrate it on the same day.

She doesn’t need a gift then.

Haha, of course, her birth is for serving us only.
(Drops the dishes) Sor... sorry! I dropped the dish.
What happened?

I’'m so clumsy, sorry!

Why are you so dumb? Why did we even give birth
to you? We cook for you, nurture you,

That’s enough! You two always play favorites. I do
all the housework, and I work long.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Mum

Son

Daughter
Son
Daughter

Son

Dad

Son

Mum

Son

Dad

Mum

Son

Dad

(Slaps daughter) You had better die soon. We
pretend that we don’t have you as our da.

It’s better than you being alive. We don’t need to see
you forever, such rubbish.

Ok, I will jump from this repairing balcony.
(Pushes her) Jump quickly. Are you afraid?
(Falls down) Ahhhhh!

(Looks downward) Sh... she... she is really dead!
What can I do!? Did I kill her??

Son, I can’t help you this time.

NO! I can’t go to prison! Why don’t you two go to
prison for me?

What? Are you crazy? It’s none of our business. I
will call the police right now! NOW!

(Grabs the phone) No, you can’t!

(Pushes the son away) You have been spoiled by us
already. It made you become that ir.

(Calling the police) Hello?

She went to the balcony herself. I didn’t push her! I
didn’t kill her, right?

I don’t care. It’s none of our business. You explain
to the police yourself later.
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30. Police A

31. Son

32. Police B

33. Mum

34. Police A

Is anyone here? It’s the police!
No one here! (He notices it immediately)

There was a suspected murder case. Please open the
door immediately, or we will force...

(Opens the door) It’s none of our business. My son
pushed my daughter down from the balcony.

Everyone here is a suspect. Please come to the police
station with us.

(The End)

269



Justice will Never Be Absent

1. Mr Wong
2. Betty

3. Mr Wong
4. May

5. Mr Wong
6. May

7. Mr Wong

3A Choy Wing Yan
3A Ng Wai Yin

3A Wong Yi Shun
3A Wong Yuk Ying
3A Kim Ling Ming

Scenel

(Mr Wong and May enter, Emma is touching up
her makeup.)

Good morning class.
Good morning, Mr Wong. (Softly)

Today I’'m introducing a new student — May to
you. May, would you please introduce yourself?

Definitely! Hi everyone, I'm May. I am a very
kind person and I love playing basketball a lot.

Good! Make sure you get along with others,
May. This is Emma and this is Betty. go sit next
with Betty there.

Ok, Mr Wong. (Walked past) Hi, Emma.
(Emma ignored, May felt embarrassed)
Hi,Betty. Nice to meet you! (Betty waved to
May shyly)

Today, I have prepared a surprise math quiz.
Please take out your calculators. May, since
you’re new here, you may use this time for self-
study. Your grade will be exempt today.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Emma

Mr Wong

Emma

Betty

Mr. Wong

Mr. Wong

That’s not fair! Mr Wong! Why does she get to
skip the quiz? If this quiz isn’t canceled, Ill
have to talk to my parents about it.

(Emma stirs the students to protest the quiz
while Mr. Wong hesitates.)

Mr. Wong, it’s okay to include my grade this
time. ’'m ready to take on the challenge.

Thank you, May. You’re showing great spirit.
(Whispers to May) Now that everyone’s scores
will count, please get ready.

No, Sir, | forgot my calculator today. You didn’t
announce a quiz was happening. [ left my
calculator at home after studying all night. This
is so unfair.

(Mr. Wong endures the anger but does not dare
to rebute because of some reasons.)

Mr. Wong, I have another calculator. May I lend
it to Emma?

Betty, that’s very generous of you. Emma, does
this solve your problem?

(Emma is visibly angry but remains silent.)

Time’s up, everyone! Let’s see the results.

Betty scores the highest again with 20/20.
Congratulations, Betty! May, a solid effort at
16/20. Unfortunately, there’s a score of 3/20. I
hope this student will make more effort at home.

(Students suppress laughter. Emma feels
humiliated.)
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Emma

(Bell rings, signaling the end of the lesson. Mr.
Wong leaves as the students disperse.)

Hey Mr Wong, do you know where’s the
basketball court? I want to play some basketball.

It’s on the ground floor next to the tuck shop.
Thank you Mr Wong!

Emma couldn’t stand her anger, ran into Betty
and gave her a punch. Every student saw it but
no one dared to stop her, except May......

Hey, Betty. I'm wondering why can you get
such high marks every time. Teach me how to
cheat! (Throw a crushed paper) Did you hear
me? (Throws the book at Betty, Betty remains
silent) I am asking you questions!

(Emma rushes towards Betty, kicks her chair
and hits her head. May saw the situation and
came forward.)

Emma, what are you doing?

(Emma looks at her and Betty shakes her head,
trying to stop.)

It’s none of your business, May. (Continue the
bully)

Stop hitting Betty! (Help up Betty to the seat)

Shut up, do you want to be another her? (Grab
May’s collar) If you’re that kind and
sympathetic, bring this crybaby to the principal
office! Do you have any idea who I am?
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Betty

Emma

Betty

No, but you don’t have any reasons to bully
others!

(Shout loudly) Why not? She deserves it, I just
don’t like her. It’s not like I'm getting any
trouble from doing this. I do what I want, and
you cannot stop me.

You cannot stop me as well, Emma. (Speak
loudly) I have the duty to resolve the situation.

Ew stop spitting all over my clothes. What a
saint, my makeup is messed up and my mood is
totally ruined! Ugh! You’ll see, she is not
worthy of your help. (Exits)

Betty, are you feeling well? Do you need to go
to the medical room? (Betty remains silent) Do
you want me to help you tell the teachers?

No! It’s ok. I don’t need that... Thanks for your
help. (Shaking) You’re a new student here. |
don’t want to cause you so much trouble at the
start of your school life already. You don’t have
to help me.

Are you afraid of Emma? Come on, she’s just a
girl who wants attention. You should stand up
for yourself. (Try to go with Betty)

(Emma enters.)

Ha, saint May, going to file a complaint? (Grab
Betty from May) Betty? You want to report me,
don’t you?

No, Emma. I...(Slapped by Emma)
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Emma

Emma

Betty

Hey! Stop. I am the one who talks to Betty first.
It’s not her fault! ()

(May stand in front of Betty to protect her.)

Oh, I see... You want to help her? Don’t you
know how hateful she is? That face she makes
when she’s crying is so annoying and ugly. Fine,
if you can take my slap for her, I won’t pester
you anymore. (Raises her hand to hit them)

(Suddenly, a phone ringing interrupts Emma.)

Oh, my dad is calling me. (Answers the phone)
Dad... (Warn Betty and May with a hand
gesture)

Betty, I was also bullied by my classmates at my
old school just like you, but I chose to be brave
and stand up for myself. Hmm... Why don’t you
ask your parents for help?

I’ve...I’ve told my mum before, but Emma is
actually the principal's daughter and since my
dad had passed away for a long time, I only have
my mum. My family can’t afford the
consequence of offending Emma.

It's time to stop this farce! Betty, don’t be afraid.
We should report this to Principal Hui. I don’t
believe a principal could be so ridiculous that
can't tell black from white. Let’s go. (May and
Betty exits)
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38.

39.

40.

41.

42.
43.

44,

45.
46.

47.

48.

49.

Principal Hui

Emma

Betty

May

Principal Hui

Betty

May

Emma

Principal Hui

May

Emma

Scene2
My dear daughter, how’s your day?

Not good at all. There are 2 tiresome guys who
keep annoying me during recess. | really want
them to get out of my sight.

Let’s go back, May. She will definitely
defended by the principal, her father, there is no
point in doing this.

Betty, we’ve already come to this stage, we
must not retreat and take advantage of this
opportunity to seek justice. (Knocks the door)

Please come in.

(Gasps) May, Emma is there. We have no
chances of winning.

(Comforts Betty) Don’t worry,Betty.
(Principal Hui cough.)
Dad, they are the two girls I was talking about!

Calm down my daughter. Let’s listen to what
they say.

Hi, Principal Hui, I am May from 3A.I have
something important to report to you. But...I
hope some bystander can leave.

What do you mean by bystander? Dad, take
some actions to punish them! They are my bad
mood maker.

I am coming here to report some incidents,

275



50.
51,

52.

53.

54.

55.
56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

Emma

Principal Hui

May

Emma,
Principal Hui

Emma

Principal Hui

Emma

Principal Hui

Emma, suppose you should get out, right?
(Betty tries to stop May but fails)

Both of you calm down. May, Emma is not an
outsider, she’s my daughter and I let her stay
here. You can just tell me here.

(Soft) Whatever you want. Mr Hui, I’'m sorry to
tell you that your daughter, Emma,has been
bullying one of our classmates—Betty, for a
long time.

What?!

Dad, they’re lying! They two bully me verbelly
first. They tease me getting a low mark in the
math quiz in front of my whole class! You trust
me, right? [’'m your good girl! (Acting clingy)

Yes, my daughter never lies.

Come over, Betty. (Shows the scars on Betty’s
arm)

It must not be made by me, how can you prove
that?

Emma, the whole class are the witnesses. You
can ask them, Mr Hui.

(Sneers) Just ask them and see who is going to
testify against me.

This incident has been hereto. I’ll pay for your
medical expenses.You know what to do. If the
content of today’s meeting is disseminated, you
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61.

62.

63.
64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

Betty

Emma

Betty

Emma

Principal Hui

Emma

will pay for it. Also, please do respect to Emma,
don’t make fun from her.

Umm... I’'m so sorry, Mr Hui...We’ve brought
some inconveniences to you. We won’t spread
anything about today’s meeting. Thank you for
kindly paying me the medical expenses, but I
don’t really need them. We’re leaving now.
(Tries to exit with May)

Why are you leaving in a hurry, crybaby Betty?
You've been slandering me. You must pay for
something, right?

No, May didn’t mean that... Please forgive us...

Betty, we didn’t do anything wrong! You are the
victim, you shouldn’t apologize to them.

What a pair of sisters. You like to help people
so much, right? Saint May, why don't you share
the punishment together with your lovely
crybaby? Dad, I think one demerit should be
given to each of them.

Emma, you’re right. Punishments should be
taken for those who slander my daughter. |
won’t let my daughter be hurt in any way. One
demerit for two of you respectively.

See? Betty, I have the best father. Do you have
one too? Haha! (Laughing loudly) Oh, sorry
(fakely) your dad died! He cannot protect you
anymore... (Can’t help laughing)

(Betty lowers her head.)

Emma, you’re so rude! How can you joke like
that?

277



69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.
75.

76.

77.

Emma

Principal Hui

May

Emma

Emma

Principal Hui

Emma

Principal Hui

You’re controlling me, May. This school is
mine, just shut up and go back to your
classroom.

May and Betty, remember don’t mess with
people you shouldn’t mess with. Go back to
your class.

But Mr Hui... We...

(Principal Hui motioned them to go with a wave
of his hand.)

(Signs) We’d better not waste anymore time
here. Let’s go, Betty.

Ha, Saint May, I’ve told you not to help Betty.
Now you’re in trouble!

(May and Betty exit.)
Dad, thanks for your help. I love you so much!

My dear Emma, you should work harder next
time so that no one can make fun of your result.
I think I should remind your class teacher Mr
Wong to intervene in this issue. Shall 1?

No need dad, I have forgiven them. I don’t want
people to think I have the extra care because of
being the principal’s daughter. That affects your
reputation.

My considerable and sweet daughter...
(Touches Emma’s head) Dad is always your
back.
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78.

79.

80.

81.
82.

&3.
&4.

85.

86.
&7.

88.

Betty

Mr. Wong

May

Mr. Wong

Betty, May
Mr. Wong

Mr. Wong

Scene3

(Betty and May walk out from the principal
office to the corridor.)

Betty, don’t be discouraged. There must be
other solutions!

Even if the principal doesn’t help us, what else
can we do?

(Mr. Wong enters.)

Hi, May, hi,Betty. How are you? Did you make
any friends?

Yea, Mr Wong, Betty is my friend now.

Great to hear that! I saw you two coming out
from the principal office, what happened?

(Look at each other) No big deals.

Your eyes exposed yourself. It’s alright, feel
free to tell me.

Betty has been bullied by Emma for a long time,
but she is too afraid to tell the teachers, so I took
her to see Mr Hui, but he shelled Emma a lot.

(Shocked) Is it true?

Of course, Mr. Wong. Emma has been
physically bullying Betty for a long time. Look
at these scars.

Oh my goodness... How could she do this to
you, Betty. Why didn’t you tell me this earlier? |
would help you stop her from doing that again.
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9.
90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

Betty
Mr. Wong

Emma

Mr. Wong

Emma

Principal Hui

Mr. Wong

Principal Hui

Emma

Mr. Wong

But... won’t you be afraid of the principal?

Who cares if she is the principal’s daughter or
not. As long as you are my student, I will do
anything to help you get back the school life you
deserve. You go to the medical room now and 1
will manage the situation by myself.

(Comes out with principal hui and sees Mr.
Wong, Betty and May) Dad, see,they lied! They
must be reporting on me to Mr. Wong. (Point at
Betty and May) How dare you?

(Turns to May) May, bring Betty to the medical
room. (Turns to principal hui) Principal Hui,
you know what your daughter has done,right? I
hope that Emma can apologize to Betty and end
the bullying. That’s just all we need.

What? I would never do that. She is my great
classmate. I’ve already said that they slandered
me. Right dad?

Yes, Emma. Mr. Wong, not afraid to tell you
that Emma is my daughter. You had better mind
your own business.

As a teacher, you should shield your students.
Not to mention you’re the principal! You must
treat your students equally.

I am powerful and influential. Are you teaching
me to do things?

My dad is right, you’re just a new teacher. If
you’re a saint like May too,then I think you’re
not suitable to stay here anymore!

Come on, Emma, stop lying.I know you’ve done
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99. Emma

100.Principal Hui

101.Mr. Wong

102.Emma,
Principal Hui

103.Emma

104.Mr. Wong

105.Emma,
Principal Hui

that, you’ve seen Betty’s scar, right?

Why are all of you partial to Betty? Why does
she deserve your help? Dad, fire him! (Point at
Mr. Wong)

That’s enough Mr. Wong, you’ve hurt my
daughter so much. You are fired now!

Actually, I’'m the spy of the Education Bureau.
We have received many complaints of Power
Abuse of the Principal. The reason I came here
is to check the quality of your school. I'm sorry
to tell you that your school is out!

What?

You must be lying!

This is my id card of the EdB. Just check by
yourself. (Throw the card to them) Both of you
are expelled now!

No!!!!

(The End)
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All Caused by frats

1. Human

2. Mr. Earth

Drama Club Committee

Scenes 1

As human beings, we must strive to develop
ourselves; progress is an essential principle! From
the Industrial Revolution to the Information
Technology Revolution, and now to the Artificial
Intelligence Revolution, it can all be summed up in
one word: development! There are two conditions
for development: first is energy, and second is
enjoyment. Speaking of enjoyment, it means
having good food, and my favorite is beef. The
Earth is rather useless in this regard, with too few
cows to satisfy my enjoyment. Fortunately, humans
are capable and if the Earth lacks something, I will
replenish it in abundance, like beef. Haha!

Oh... I feel so hot, I'm abused by people every day,
it’s so hot, I'm practically running a fever! I'm
really sick!

Scenes 2

(Stage left represents the Arctic, center stage
represents the ocean, and stage right represents the
Australian forest.)

(Arctic music.)
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3. Polar Bear

4. Penguin

5. Polar Bear

6. Penguin

(Scrambling for ice to stand on, jumping from one
block of ice to another) The Arctic is getting
warmer each year. This year, the glaciers here have
risen by three degrees, and more and more ice is
melting away! Without the ice, I simply can’t stand
here to catch seals to eat! I haven’t eaten anything
in five days! The ice is thinning and melting, and |
just can’t find a solid piece of ice to stand on to hunt
seals in the water! What!? Is that a seal over there?
(Goes to check it out, finds a penguin hiding behind
a rock) Is that a penguin, not a seal? It doesn’t
matter! I’m so hungry right now! A penguin will do
when there’s nothing else! (Catches the penguin)

Ah! Wait a moment! I haven’t had a proper meal in
so long! My flesh isn’t even firm, you... you
wouldn’t benefit from eating me, would you? The
weather is getting warmer and warmer, and the krill
we usually feed on are moving towards Antarctica
because of the warming climate, making them
increasingly hard to find! We haven’t had anything
to eat for many days, you... you wouldn’t get any
use out of eating me, right?

The melting of the Arctic glaciers is destroying the
marine ecosystem, leaving us without good food to
eat. Even if I’m not in good shape, it’s better than
nothing, I need to eat you!

Help!

(Music: Under the sea.)
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7. Fish

8. Coral

9. Fish

10. Coral

11. Fish

12. Coral

13. Fish

Coral! We pay rent to live with you! You used to
be colorful, and we could rely on you to hide from
predators while searching for food, and depend on
your colors for camouflage and to attract mates.
Coral! Now you’ve turned all white, it’s not a
suitable habitat for us anymore! The service is
terrible! I want to terminate the lease!

I don’t want this either! I have a serious condition
called coral bleaching!

Coral Bleaching? What’s that?

The Earth is getting hotter, and the temperature of
the sea water is rising too. I can’t maintain the
symbiotic algae essential for life. Without them, we
lose our color and our vitality. We ourselves can’t
adapt and thus fail to provide you with nutrients!
As our bodies become whiter, we are closer to
death!

I don’t care! If you don’t cancel the lease, then find
me a new home!

All of us corals are facing this problem! Humans,
for their own development, continually dump
industrial waste into the ocean and overfish,
leaving us no space to recover!

No home to live in? What are we supposed to do
now?

(Stage middle: Australia forest)
(Music: Hakuna Matata)
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Cow

Tree

Cow

Tree

Cow, Fish,
Polar bear,
Penguin,
Coral

The forest fire has been burning for three months,
and the grass has been scorched by the blaze! The
trees are burning, and many of my friends have died
because of it... Hey! There’s still a tree over there
(Runs to the tree).

Cow! You need to move faster, the fire is
spreading! It’s coming this way! This place won’t
hold up much longer.

It was so hard to find just one tree, I don’t have the
energy to run anymore... It’s been half a year since

it last rained! When will this fire stop?

The Earth is getting hotter, the forests are becoming
drier, rainfall is becoming less frequent, and
extreme weather brings more heatwaves. Human
overdevelopment and massive deforestation are
making wildfires more frequent and uncontrollable.
Animals living in the forests are losing their homes.
You need to get out of here fast! The fire is

spreading!

Protest! What on earth is happening? We need to
hold an international conference for the animal

kingdom! Save our home!
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19. Cow

20. Mr. Earth

21. Coral

22. Cow

23. Polar bear

24. Tree, Cow

Scenes 3 (United Nations Animal Assembly)

Today, we’ve gathered representatives from
various animal species to join humans for this
United Nations conference to figure out why Mr.
Earth has a fever! Whether it’s the polar regions,
the oceans, or the forests, we’re seeing increasingly
hotter conditions! Today we have invited Mr. Earth
and humans to identify the culprits together! And

to punish them!

(Pointing at Coral) Coral! What exactly have you
done? Why does the ocean seem like a heat-
absorbing sponge, getting hotter and hotter, causing
marine heatwaves, hurricanes, and you’re the worst
of it all!

No, it’s not us! We are victims too! The glaciers in
the Arctic are melting faster, all the ice is running
off into the ocean! The direct sunlight on the ocean
is what’s making our seas so hot! The Arctic has
problems too! (Pointing at Polar Bear) Seize them!

Catch them up!

It’s not us! It’s because of the warm sea waters
seeping into the glaciers that all our ice is melting.
It’s an ocean problem! Also, those forest fires on
your side have been burning for three months, and
the carbon dioxide you emit is twice the global
aviation emissions. You also play a part in making
the Earth hotter!

It’s your problem!
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25.
26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Coral, fish

Polar bear,
Peguin

Human

Human

Parrot

Fish
Penguin

Parrot

Human

Parrot

All

Cow

No, it’s your problem!

You’re the one with the problem!

Stop! Arguing gets us nowhere! I’ve already sent
parrots to different countries to investigate what’s
happening! Be quiet and soon we’ll know who the
real culprit is! Let’s all go to the laboratory to see
what the cause is!

Scenes 4 (Laboratory)

Parrot, any progress?

After days of investigation, we’ve finally found the

reason!
It must be the polar bears’ doing!
You are the problem!

(To the audience) Dear audience, why don’t you
guess what’s causing the Earth to be so hot?

Shh! stop argue! Parrot, tell us the reason!

We found out that what’s making the Earth so hot
is because of their farting! Seize them!

Cows?! You? Catch them! (At this moment, a cow

is farting)

Farting is not a crime! Why me? Everyone farts!
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37. Parrot

38. Polar Bear

39. Fish

40. Penguin

41. Coral

42. Tree

43. Cow

Cows just need to eat grass and ruminate, and by
burping or farting, they can emit a greenhouse gas
more potent than carbon dioxide. which adds up to
millions of liters of methane released into the
atmosphere by the world’s cows each year. Plus,
humans love to eat beef, and the artificial breeding
of even more cows generates even more methane!
That’s why the Earth is getting hotter!

(To the audience) What do you all think are ways
to solve the problem of carbon emissions?

(With a knife in hand) Easy! We kill all the cows
(catching the cow), don’t eat beef! That will stop
them from emitting methane, and the problem is
solved!

If cows don’t eat so much, that would do! We can
design a diet for them! Eat grass only once every
two days to reduce farting!

Cut one or two of their stomachs out to reduce the
number of times they ruminate! That will decrease

farting!

Or genetically modify them, we already have mini
pigs and mini horses, turn them into mini cows!

That might reduce the amount of farting!

Wait a minute! The real culprit isn’t me, it’s him!

(Pointing at a human)
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44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51,

52.

53.

Human

Cow

Parrot

Cow

Polar Bear

Coral

Mr. Earth

Human

Mr. Earth

Human

Me? Why is it me?

Because humans love to eat beef! To satisfy
humans, you breed cows in large numbers for your
artificial intelligence revolution!

And for the development of more energy, you also
cut down a lot of trees and pour a lot of industrial

waste into the oceans.
It’s you who made us lose our homes!
It’s you who put us on the brink of extinction!

It’s you who is causing global warming on our
Earth!

Catch him and beat him!

I am the one who rules over you, leading the
development and progress of Earth, how can you

treat me like this?

The cutting of forests and the development of
factories keep raising my temperature! You are
developing Earth, but at the same time, you are
bringing me severe harm! How you treat me, I will

treat you! In the end, you reap what you sow!

Never thought about it! Developing Earth!

Improving human life, raising living standards, and
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in the end, you’ll be beaten by your own actions!
Ahhh!

(The End)
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Poor

1. Fiko
2. Chloe
3. Fiko
4. Chloe
5. Fiko
6. Chloe

7. Charlotte

3A Yau Ngai Cheuk

Scene 1

(Stage Left: Bryan’s House)
(Stage Right: Fiko’s House)

Hey woman! The sink is full, go wash the dishes!

(Enters holding broom) Fiko! Don’t you see I'm
already sweeping the floor?! Wait or you can go
wash it yourself. Also, my name is Chloe and I'm
your wife, call me one of those. Don’t just yell
woman!

Chloe, women. Wife, also women. It’s the same.
Don’t disturb me from watching football. I bet 100
dollars on Liverpool and they’re losing.

Oh not again! All you know is to gamble all day.
Can you please be productive, Fiko? Get a job or
something, please?

(Checks watch) I'm having lunch with my old
friend Bryan tonight. So get out of my way (pushes
Chloe) before I divorce you, women! (Exits)

I shouldn’t have married you in the first place,
Fiko! Hey! (Freeze)

Hey Bryan! The weather is nice today. What about
playing golf after your lunch with Fiko.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Bryan

Allan

Bryan

Allan

Bryan

Allan

Bryan

Charlotte

Bryan

Sounds great, my dear Casper. Let me tell Allan.
(Turns to backstage) Allan.

Sir Bryan, here are the documents of the
performance of workers in the last season. Also, Mr
Lam wants to schedule a meeting with you.

Nice work Allan, ask Mr Lam if he is free Friday
lunchtime. By the way, how’s the project in India?

It’s looking good so far. Simon got us a 10-million-
dollar fund from the local government. Would you
like to head to India to speculate? If so, I can
prepare your private jet for you.

Great idea Allan, we will set off on Monday. Also,
can you please bring me my Rolls Royce so I can
go out to have lunch with my old friend Fiko? Also,
can you take my wife, Casper, out for golfing later?

Right away, sir. Just a reminder, you have a zoom
meeting with Mr Tam tonight.

Thx Allan. (Look at Casper) I better go now, or I’ll
be late. See you Casper.

See you too, Bryan. Mua~
Mua~

(Bryan exits.)

292



17.

18.

19.

20.

21

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Fiko

Bryan

Fiko

Bryan

. Fiko

Bryan
Fiko

Bryan

Fiko

Bryan

Fiko

Bryan

Fiko

Scene 2 (Restaurant)

(Enters) Hey Bryan~ My old friend! It’s been far
too long since I saw you.

Fiko, good to see you. It’s been ages.

Sorry for being late. My stupid wife Chloe is in the
way.

It’s ok, Fiko. Take a seat. I prepared the finest wine
they have here, 1824.

Wow! The world is just so easy on rich guys.
With hard work, maybe you can do it too.
I’'m not a lucky person with a background like you.

You see, It’s about your attitude. With the right
way, you can do it too. Anyways, how’s your wife
Chloe?

Oh that woman? She does nothing other than
complaining.

You got a job?

Nah, my wife Chloe provides money for the
household.

So you do the housework.

Nah, Chloe does all the housework.
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Bryan

Fiko

Bryan

Fiko

Bryan

Fiko

Bryan

Fiko,
Bryan

Bryan

Bryan
Fiko

Bryan

Chloe is such a good girl you know? You better
treat her better. I didn’t lose her to you just so you
can treat her badly.

Well Bryan, You are talking about the days when
we were both chasing her. It’s different now.

You know what, Fiko? I would rather live a life like
you, having such a good wife.

And I would rather live a life where I have a good
background and easily be successful, sitting at the
top of society.

Fiko, becoming successful is not about the
background. With effort, you can do it too.

You don’t understand, Bryan. I’'m just not as lucky
as people like you are.

Fiko, It’s all about the effort.

I’m just saying, I would rather live a life like yours.
Cheers.

Oh your glass is empty, let me pour some wine for
you. (Spills the wine)

(They both panic, bumps head into each other.)
Hey Bryan, you bumped your head into mine.
I’'m so sorry Fiko, I didn’t mean to.

Why do you look so funky?
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42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51,

52.

53.

Fiko

Bryan

Bryan

Fiko,
Bryan

Fiko

Bryan

Bryan

Fiko

Casper
Allan
Bryan

Casper

Where is my suit? Why is my suit on you?
Wait.

(Both turns around and back.)

Did we just...

Switched souls?

Hey Fiko, I think it is more ethical for us to find a
way to switch back. (Fiko freeze)

Wait, I’'m now a rich man, I don’t need to switch
back with him. But he said he put a lot of effort to
get here. It’s just luck and background. I suffered
enough. Now is my turn to enjoy.

Hey Bryan, (Picks up bottle) watch this. (Hit Fiko)

Fiko, you rat. (Faints)

Scene 3

(Bryan enters.)

Honey, your back.
Welcome back, sir Bryan.
Oh, so you are Casper.

Huh?
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54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

Bryan

Casper

Bryan

Allan

Bryan

Allan
Bryan

Casper

Bryan

Chloe

Chloe

Fiko

Get out of my way! Fat woman.

Bryan, what happened? Let me give you a hug
(Tries to hug)

(Pushes Casper) I told you to get out of my way!
(Look at Allan)

Sir, Bryan. There are 2 documents waiting for your
signature. Also, you need to write an email to Mr
Poon.

Hey Hey Hey! I’'m not doing any of that. Prepare a
jet, ’'m going to Las Vegas.

But Sir, you have a meeting with Mr Tam tonight.
Who cares? Just cancel it.

But Honey, you never gamble. You said it was
unhealthy. That’s why [ quitted gambling.
Remember?

I don’t care. I'm rich! Wooooow! (Freezes)

Oh my god! It's 11:00 and Fiko is still not home?
He must have gone to the bar after the lunch with
Bryan.

(Fiko enters.)

Hey Fiko! Where have you been? Do you know
what time it is?

I’'m sorry, Chloe. I’'m sorry.
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66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

Chloe
Fiko
Chloe

Fiko

Chloe

Fiko

Chloe
Fiko
Chloe
Dealer
Bryan
Casper
Bryan
Casper
Bryan
Casper

Fiko

Huh? Did you say sorry?
I mean, I’m in the wrong, right?
Fiko? Say sorry?

Anyways, I’'m going to a job interview tomorrow,
so [ can’t have lunch with you.

You’re getting a job?

Yea, I want to get productive and afford a better
future for both of us.

Do you have a fever?

Isn’t that what all husbands want?

I’'m going to do dishes. (Freezes)

Sir, it is yours to call.

All in. (Loses)

Bryan, we are losing so much money.
Just sell one or two cars and we’re ok.
But...

Shut up! Don’t disturb me!

Bryan never treats me like this! (Freeze)

(Enters) Chloe! I got a raise! My boss praised me
for my hard work.
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&3.

&4.

85.

86.

&7.

88.

9.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

Chloe

Fiko
Chloe
Fiko

Allan

Bryan

Allan

Bryan
Allan

Casper

Bryan
Casper
Fiko

Boss

Oh my god Fiko, me too! I started working better
since you helped with the house work.

You know what that means?
We can finally afford a house
All that hard work is paying off! (Freeze)

(Enters) Sir Bryan, since you started to ignore
work, our revenue is starting to drop rapidly. We
failed a lot of contracts and paid a lot of the
penalties.

So what? I’m rich.

If you are not doing anything, the company will go
bankrupt in 5 months.

There are no problems for rich people. Stop lying.
Sorry Bryan, I quit. (Exits)

Bryan, what happened to you? You were the most
hardworking guy I met. But one day you changed.
You are not the Bryan [ know anymore.

I don’t care about you, fat women.
I’'m divorcing you. (Freeze)
(Enters) Boss?

Hey Fiko. I called you to tell you something. I’'m
retiring. And the board decided that you will be the
next CEO.
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97. Fiko

98. Boss

99. Fiko

100.  Bryan
101.  Flko
102.  Bryan
103.  Fiko
104.  Bryan

I’'m going to be CEO. Me! CEO! I knew it, | knew
effort was the key. Thanks Boss.

Congragulations!

Thank you! This is the turning point of my life. I
need to tell Chloe about this. Chloe! (Exits)

Scene 4 (The streets)

Hey! Is that you, Bryan?

Fiko?

Save me, Bryan. I'm getting chased by loaners

Flko, I think it’s time you learn a lesson. Being
successful is not about the background but the
effort. I have been in the situation that you have
complained about. Yet with hard work, I became
CEO. You just need to keep working, Fiko. Don’t
give up. (Exits)

Bryan! Bryan!

(The End)
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Titanic 2.0

L.

2.

Captain

Rose

3C Lee Shing Yu
3C Li Mau Yuen
3D Lam Yau Long
3D Yau Yun Fat

Sense 1

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the Titanic. This
ship is known as the “unsinkable ship” and is the
largest ship in history. This journey will depart from
Hong Kong, China to New York, the United States,
with a total of 1,500 passengers, it lasts seven days
and seven nights, during the journey it will pass
through the Antarctic Ocean, where you can see
penguins...... polar bears and even icebergs. But
please rest assured that we are very professional. Our
ship is absolutely safe and will never hit an iceberg
and bury the dance on the ship. It’s about to start,
everyone is welcome to participate.

Sense 2 (Rose’s room)

I will marry Karl next month. Carl is a rich second
generation. My father married me to him for the
benefit of the family, but I don’t like him. Carl’s
mouth smells bad, as if he hasn’t brushed his teeth
in hundreds of years. He has Hong Kong foot too.
He’s also so short. I don’t know if his height has
150cm or not. The most important thing is that he
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10.

Carl

Carl

Rose

Carl

Rose

Carl

Jack

Rose

weighs has 150. If it weren’t for his wealth, I
wouldn’t want to please him. I miss the time I spent
with Jack. It would be great if he could have more
money...

(Carl knock on the door.)

Dear rose, hurry up and open the door, you will be
late for the dance. (Obscenely)

Sense 3 (The ballroom)
(Prom) Rose, this ball is very nice, isn’t it?
Yes, of course.

Rose, our wedding will be much better than this ball.
We are getting married soon. [ want our marriage to
be perfect.

...Marriage...Marriage...Oh! Sorry, Carl, I’'m tired. I
want to take a break.

Okay. have a good rest. goodbye.
(Carl leaves.)

Hi, Rose. You look so beautiful tonight. Can we
have a dance?

(Very surprised) What? Jack, why are you here? It’s
so hard to see that you seem to have lost some
weight.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Jack

Rose

Jack

Rose

Carl

Rose

Carl

Rose

10 years - 10 years! Do you know how I spent these
10 years? I worked five jobs a day and ate two meals
a day, just to save money to buy a boat and fly to see
you. We agreed to spend the rest of our lives
together, but now you are stuck with this fat boy!

I’'m sorry, Jack. You can't say that. This is impolite.
Rose. You should find your own way....
This is none of your business, Mr. Jack. [ have to go.

Rose go back to her room.

Sense 4 (Rose’s room)
Rose, tell me the truth. Where did you go?
What...? I don’t understand what you said.

Listen. Now you’re going to be married by me! You
can’t fall in love with someone else, with that man!

Carl, why do you think I will marry you? I love you?
No, no... Carl. You can’t give me real love like Jack.
I had to marry you just because you could help my
family .Carl, I can’t feel your love. I don’t want to
be like this. I want a bright future. [ want to live my
own life.

(Rose runs out of the room.)
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Rose

Jack

Rose

Jack

Rose

Jack

Rose

Jack

Rose

Carl

Sense 5

(At the stern, Jack and Rose are finding each other.)
Where are you, Jack?

Where are you, Rose?

(Finally see each other.)

Hello, Jack. I’ve changed my mind. Maybe you are
the one for me.

Shhh...give me your hand. Now close your eyes. Go

for it!

I’m so surprised.

Don’t be surprised, I’ll hug you again.
I believe in you.

(Play music.)

Okay. Now open your eyes.

Oh! The scenery here is so beautiful.
(Carl suddenly goes there.)

What are you doing!?

(Suddenly the captain’s voice sounded.)
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29. Captain (Shout)Dear passengers, an iceberg has been spotted
in front of us. Our ship has lost control. It is expected
to hit the iceberg in 10 seconds. We will die soon.
Everyone needs to write a suicide note first and
remember to bag it. Take care your id card to let the

police to confirm the identity of the body.
(Everyone yells for help.)
(The ship hits the iceberg.)

(Jack and Carl fall into the water but Rose is still on
the boat.)

30. Carl (Reaching out for help) Save me my fiancée. We are

getting married next month.

31. Jack (Reaching out for help) Dear Rose, come and save

me. I have eight old abs.

32. Rose Fatty,  won’t save you! I only like the eight old abs

(Rose only serves Jack)

33. Carl Rose, my fiancée, how can you be so heartless? How

can you bear to abandon me in this cold sea?

34. Rose Please explain, I will save your life, fat boy! I don’t

like you at all!
35. Carl You’ll pay the price!

(Karl clapped his hands.)
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36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Jack

Jack

Rose

Carl

Rose

Carl

(Suddenly shout) Yes sir!
(Jack rescues Carl on the boat.)
Are you okay? Boss. (To Carl)

(In disbelief) Jack what are you doing! Why do you

want to save him!

(Say to Rose frivolously) Hahaha! Your favorite
Jack was actually sent by me to test you. I never
expected that you are a woman who only cares about
appearance but not about content! Don’t be
impressed anymore. Jack has found a new love since
you broke up. You can see him on this ship only
because I gave him a price that he can’t refuse. In
fact, all this is a test for you... (Take away the
pillow/stuffing in the clothes to reveal the eight old

abdominal muscles)

No! This can’t be true! Why do you have eight old
abs?

All this is a test for you. In fact, I have always had
abdominal muscles, and I endured the humiliation
and ate stinky tofu every day just to create the
illusion of bad breath. I also insisted on not washing
my feet for 100 days, just to get the Chinese bad
breath. Athlete’s foot, everything I do is to test

whether you really love me or love my money!
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42.

43.

44,

45.

Rose

Carl

Jack

Rose

I was wrong Carl! Please forgive me...

It’s too late, gold digger. My private helicopter will
be here in 2 minutes, and this ship will sink in 3
minutes. Don’t worry, for the sake of us as a couple,

I will help you collect the body.
Haha!

(Jack and Carl leave.)

No!!!

(The End)
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With Faith, We Dream
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With Faith, We Dream
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Three Hacks to Save Money on Your Next Phone Plan
Ms Wong Po Yin

¥

Ladies and gentlemen, what stresses you out lately? For me, it was

\

renewing my 2-year phone plan. It all started back in late April when
I began receiving calls asking me to renew my phone plan before the
deal ended. I wasn’t too excited about this because I have other tasks
to deal with. Today, I am going to share my story with you and three
hacks (ABC) I came up with to save money on your next phone plan.

A stands for acknowledging the deals of competitors. Before having a
serious chat with the customer service representative, I did my
research. I created a comparison table on Excel with information on

pricing, service quality, speed, etc., of similar phone plans from other
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service providers. When I finally spoke with the representative, I
presented the best argument I could, using information from the table.
I came prepared because I did not do my homework last time and

ended up with no special offers, losing the argument.

B stands for beware of upselling. While discussing my new phone plan
with a customer service representative, they skillfully presented a
slightly better plan, tempting me to pay $100 more for ‘higher quality
service’. To prevent falling into the upselling trap, have a budget in
mind. This way, you can make decisions based on what you need
without unnecessary expenses, like free texts when messaging apps

are more comimon.

The most important hack is C — confirm your deal until the last minute.
By delaying the conversation, I unintentionally sent a message to the
service provider that I may not be interested in their deal or have an
alternative plan in mind. This tactic plays on their fears of losing you
as a customer, increasing the chances of getting a better deal. Also,
this saves you from impulse buying. Marketers create a sense of
urgency like limited time offers to get customers like you to make

purchases without prior planning.

In my case, I signed a 2-year contract with the same company,
receiving cash backs, a free subscription to an online magazine app, a
$100 coupon and service that removes suspicious calls. All for less
than $100 a month. This was a significant win for me compared to
prior phone plans where I received nothing upon signing. I encourage
you to try these hacks next time you renew your phone plan and see

how much you can save by acknowledging competitors’ deals, being

385



aware of upselling and confirming your deal until the last minute. It’s
not about being a penny-pincher, it’s an opportunity to practice your
persuasive skills and perhaps save a few hundred bucks on your next

phone plan.

Thank you!

Share your thoughts on this
by scanning the QR code
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