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English Study Tour 2024
1 junior form students recently took part in
T wenty-nine i om susen ey o o
April. During their time in Melbourne, they attended lessons with local Australian
students and took part in exciting activities, such as the Sovereign Hill Gold
Panning Adventure and the Amazing Race team event. One of the highlights of
the trip was a 2-day tour to admire the stunning landscapes at the Twelve Apostles

and the breathtaking shoreline of the Great Ocean Road. Living with host families

and navigating the city on their own, the students had a truly immersive experience : :

of Australian culture and lifestyle. Video produced by Video produced by
Ho Ching Yan (1A), lu Lok Ching (3A)
Chiu Pak Yin (1B) & and Lau Lut Hei (3C)
Leung Pak Hei (1A)

Student reflections 1C Ho Tsz Kwa

During this tour, we had the opportunity to study with Australian
students at Melbourne University, which allowed me to gain an
understanding of their culture and language. | also had the chance to
learn many English language skills from them. One of the highlights
of our trip was visiting the beach. The scenery was pleasant and the
breeze was refreshing. Wave after wave washed up on the shore,
creating a spectacular sight. The beach was clear and free from
rubbish, allowing me to appreciate its natural beauty. It was surprising
to see this, as rubbish on beaches is common but rare in Melbourne.

“People there are really enthusiastic, even
though we are strangers to each other!
What | like most is that there is no awkward
silence at the dinner table. It really relieves
my anxiety! Joining this study tour is like a

i’ TN dream come true!”
Exploring the city in the Amazing Race Activity




2A Leung Chung Sing

| went to the Melbourne Museum and saw the dinosaurs. Derek, an Australian student,
took us around Melbourne and told us a lot of things about Australia. In this trip, I've
improved my English speaking skills, | can talk to the locals fluently and learned a lot of
vocabulary!

1D Zeng Wing Tung
In this trip, | learned some Australian terminology and
pronunciation. For example, breakfast is pronounced as
Brekkie, Good day, mate is pronounced as G'day, mate
(geh day, mate), etc. | was very impressed with taking
classes with Australian students. In addition to learning
in the classroom, | also made new friends. What an
unforgettable experience!

Learning about dinosaurs in Melbourne

Participating in a scavenger Museum
hunt at Melbourne Museum

3A Lau Bou Coeng Chance

| went to Sovereign Hill and got the opportunity to
realize my dream — getting gold! | knelt down beside
the river and started panning gold until | finally got the
first bit of gold in my life. It was a minuscule amount
but it still shimmers under the sun!

Finding traces of Gold Panning at the Finding bits of gold
marine life Sovereign Hill in the river

3C Wong King Hang ¢
My homestay is located in Hoppers '
Crossing. There are a couple, a
4-year-old daughter and a Rottweiler
dog called lues. | have learned about
the living habits of Australians from
my host family. | found out that they
usually wake up early because the
commuting time is long, which is
different from Hong Kong.

Staying at a host family

Feeding animals at Chesterfield Farm
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Journey on Public Speaking
Toastmasters Youth Leadership Program (YLP)

Embarking on a New Journey

I f | tell you to think of three words about public speaking,

which vocabulary items would you think of? | would
say, dream, persist and fearless. These three words have
run through my journey of public speaking, and they have
become the motto of my life.

Let me start from May 2023. | joined the Youth Leadership
Programme. | was a bashful boy, not willing to express
myself on stage. But as my fellow schoolmates kept
encouraging me, | took a deep breath on the competition
stage and became the champion of the competition in YLP. It
was certainly a cheerful moment! But | believed that | could
do more than that...

3A Kwok Tsz Long Jeremy

| had a dream of becoming a successful public speaker. |
have started pursuing my dreams since September 2023,
the moment | became an ex-com member of YLP. The
responsibility of organizing meetings of YLP has got in my
hands. It was tough and challenging. But at the same time,
| had to prepare for my Speech Festival competition. It was
like 2 massive rocks crushing on me. My dreams seemed to
become further from me as it was starting to become fuzzier
and tinier.

“Let’s do it together! You’re not you when you do not embrace
your dream.” | couldn’t distinguish whether the voice was

from my friends, Casper and Sharleen, or my dreams. But
undoubtedly, by working with them, | stepped out from my
shadow of hopelessness.




Triumph and Setbacks

November 2023, through training for
weeks, | once again stood on the
podium. But this time | did the public
speech with my teammates. We smiled

it ian

on stage and successfully pursued = - - el
“Champion of Team Speech of Hong
Kong Schools Speech Festival”. | remembered it all too
well. Soon, | had a solo speech competition. | believe
in my dreams, and so | performed better than before. At
the time of the results announcement, the judge read
my name, my mind went blank! | immersed myself in
the joy of triumph, dreaming bigger, and hoping for a
gleaming future.

National English Speaking Competition

Hong Kong Region 2024

N
Jeremy Kwok Speaking at 21st Century Cup

The HKFYG English Public
Speaking Competition is truly
an experience for my growth.
March 2024, after countless Jeremy Kwok at 21st Century Cup
takes of videos of my speech and squillion efforts, | became too
anxious and worried about losing the competition. Together with my
pressure, | didn’t advance to the district final.

National English Speaking |

Hong Kong Region Awards c.

“Declining... This is your Waterloo.” This sentence was whirling in my head. |
couldn’t deal with the shock and lamentation of my failure. What if | will never
get awards ever again? What if | lost on my journey of pursuing dreams?

g

W | \ - 9 it
Attending SKH Tsang Shiu Tim Secondary Scho

]

ol's YLP Event

While | was still dejected, | was invited to S.K.H. Tsang
Shiu Tim Secondary School! | got to deliver my speech
and interact with the YLP students and teachers there. It
was encouraging that | received the best speaker award
that day. My confidence was gained back. | learnt to look
forward with my friends and people who support me.

Against All Odds

In March 2024, | joined the 21st Century Cup National
English Speaking Competition. Training for weeks has
shaped me as a better speaker. | advanced to the Semi-
Finall Miss Tam and | sacrificed our lunchtime for training.
We put in more of our time and effort than last time. |
wondered whether | could compete with the last 12 finalists
and receive my trophy.

With persistence, | advanced to the final! | arrived at
HKCEC. With persistence, | stood fearlessly on stage.
With persistence, | pursued my dreams by expressing my
thoughts courageously. With high expectations, sadly the

“Keep it up for your public speaking journey” — | was inspired by
a message from Ms Tam, our YLP teacher. | realized that | still
have a billion opportunities in the future. And | shall persist in
pursuing my dream of becoming successful. Instead of looking
back and recalling my memories, | shall put my focus ahead.

Championship in the Public Speaking Team Open in the 75th HK
Schools English Speech Festival

ones who received trophies are not me. My lungs were filled with
crestfallen air...

Standing in the grand venue, thinking of the chances | will have
in the future, | picked up my confidence fallen on the ground.
Turning my head towards the silver lining. Again, with my voice,
“The future’s bright... dazzling.”

This is the public speaking journey — full of ups and downs. You
embrace success; you embrace failure. And you keep it up and
keep going. All these made me grow and thrive.



Green Path Taiwan
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