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Kenny Chan Long Hei

Running a business in.schoe] —
Debating Team

e
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Methodologies for running a high-standard team

As many of you may have seen, during many of the
ordinary lunchtimes and after school periods, there will
be students busy working in the campus. My teammates
and | are definitely one of these groups. As the captain
of the debating team, there are three core values for my
team:- youth, professionalism and passion.

Youth are valuable assets for the growth of the debate
team. | believe debating is not a one-man show. There-
fore | will engage the junior form students in every de-
bate. Even though they are not experienced enough to
compete in the real debate, they will take up roles like
researchers, and they can also join the mock debates.
Not only does mobilizing the junior form students benefit
the debaters as we can have more support, but it is also
meaningful to the young students as they can closely
experience what a real and high-standard debate is like.
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Professionalism equips us with the best armour. We
have a progressive approach for each debate. To let
you have an idea of how we handle the debate, we will
first analyze the motion, and then we will conduct the
research, following the team line and rebuttals. Last but
not least, we will have the mock debates and evaluation.
We will also look at the different debate clips as this is
an effective way to learn skills and analyze our perfor-
mance. Our team will also invite our alumni to hold sum-
mer workshops and have friendly debates. Last year we
also had professional trainers coaching us throughout
the year.

Passion allows us to have breakthroughs in debating,
| believe all debaters have to put effort into various as-
pects like analyzing the logic behind statements and re-
hearsing the debate speeches. The repeated process is
always arduous and | would say that it is the passion
behind it that keeps pushing us forward.

Personal Achievements and advice for
beginners

Last year | joined 28th Singtao Inter-school Debating
Competition, the NESTA-SCMP Inter-school debating
competition and the Hong Kong Secondary Schools De-
bating Competitions. My team entered the quarter-finals
ofthe NESTA competition and we won the championship
in the Hong Kong Secondary Schools Debating Compe-
tition. During the course of the debate, | was named the
best debater 4 times and | was named the best debater
in the grand final as well. A few weeks ago | also won the
title of best debater in the first match of the HKSSDC.

Using the 5 Ps (Prior Preparation Prevents Poor Perfor-
mance), | would say that if you want to succeed in debat-

ing, you have to train your awareness and enhance your
knowledge of social issues even when you don’t have a
match. In my own case, | will push myself to learn more
about what is happening in our society. It is impossible
to read all the information on the Internet before the de-
bate. Therefore the habit of reading news regularly is
vital to a good debater.

Debating as a catalyst for my learning

In my opinion, debating benefits my learning mainly in
terms of logical thinking and organizational skills. | can
train my logical thinking by constructing the team line,
and thinking of the arguments and counter-arguments.
Moreover, my organizational skills have improved as |
have to digest lots of research and information for each
debate. | have to do research and sort out the informa-
tion | need for my debate. In addition to the above, | have
also boosted my confidence in speaking English and |
have developed the ability in giving immediate counter-
arguments.

An Unforgettable experience

My most unforgettable experience in debating was last
year’s Singtao inter-school debating as it was very chal-
lenging. We only received the motion 7 days before the
debate. | remember that | stayed after school every day
during that period. For some days | stayed till 10p.m at
night. This harsh experience has left me with unforget-
table memories. | enjoyed the battle with my team mates
and | have learnt a lot during the debate.
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Alyson Hui Tze Wing

Participating in the Trinity Speech and Drama Examination is
one of the most memorable experiences in my secondary school
life. The rehearsal hours were toilsome, yet worthwhile.

In form five, drama teachers encouraged to join the Trinity Speech
and Drama Examination Grade 8, saying that it would be a good
challenge for us. Surprisingly, students from different forms who
were fond of drama were gathered to join the examination.

Improvisation is challenging

At first, it was really stressed to prepare for the examination as
we have to devise two short plays under the same theme but with
different art forms, and then the improvisation part right after our
performances. The theme chosen was family violence. We per-
formed the first play with the art form of traditional Chinese opera,
and the second play with the art form of Ancient Greece theatre.
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While preparing for the devised play, English and Drama
were both challenging aspects to us. It takes quite some
time to get the devised plays well rehearsed. We did
face some difficulties in speaking, body movement and
the use of Chinese percussion instruments, but we man-
aged to overcome them in the end.

The improvisation part was challenging. It requires us to
improvise a short play with a topic given by the examiner
right after our performances. We have to learn the skills
for improvising plays. We got the idea from the Italian
Commedia dell’arte, which is a formula with a fixed plot
by stocked characters.

Exhibition Award — highest distinction
mark in the territory

It was a delight to us when we know that we got a dis-
tinction in the examination. However, knowing that our
group got the Exhibition Award for the Trinity Speech
and Drama Examination was an exciting and surprising
news for us! The Exhibition Awards are presented annu-

ally to candidates who have gained the highest distinc-
tion marks in Hong Kong.

We have received a beautiful hand-inscribed certificate
from Trinity College London, and a sum of money for a
big meal. We never knew we could get that far. In that
moment, | honestly felt all that hard work paid off. It was
an unforgettable experience. | understood that we would
never have this kind of opportunity if we did not study in
PLHKS. Under the all-rounded learning environment in
PLHKS, we were able to develop our interests, and even
find new interests that can broaden our horizons.

A vote of thanks

| really have to thank our school, who gave us so many
chances to learn outside the classroom. Also, | must give
thanks to our drama teachers, Dr. Tsin and Dr. Wong,
who encouraged us to join the examination, and trained
us all through the examination. We did not get the award
with our sheer luck,

but with your help.
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Lively and youny, the Truth we found.
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