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Raise new questions, new possibilities, to regard old
problems from a new angle. Be brave enough to live
creatively. The creative place where no one else has
ever been -- that is the origin of Graffiti art.
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Cultivate and Motivate

— English Debate

The preparation of debates consists of researching,
formulating arguments and rebuttals as well as writing
speeches. These elements offer debaters numerous
benefits, namely fostering critical thinking, effective com-
munication, team spirit, and so on. The aforementioned
advantages are lifelong skills for an individual in soci-
ety. By participating in debating, we are given plenty of
opportunities to cultivate the above skills. Take effective
communication as an example. As we have to respond
to our opponents instantly most of the time, the training
Of improimpiu responses enabies us 10 give a convinc-
ing answer whenever someone raises a question. In no
uncertain terms, this technigue, together with the criti-
cal thinking skills, are exceptionally useful for our future
studies as well as our careers. Certainly we have the
edge over others in project presentation and interviews.

More importantly, debating brings us not only to the po-
dium, but also to a wider world. It is the most practical
social networking platform. We can meet different peo-
ple in different debating competitions and exchange ide-
as with fellow contenders regardless of the topics. What
p 2
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we share ranges from ideas of the motions and debating
skills to personal stories. All these could be our inspira-
tion and momentum to face and weather challenges.

In respect of academic benefits, ostensibly, English de-
baters are proficient in English. As a result of using Eng-
lish in various ways including reading during research,
writing speeches, listening to our opponents for rebut-
tals and delivering speeches, our English proficiency is
undoubtedly boosted. What is more, our performance
in Liberal Studies is also better owing to the need to
dweil on different social issues during the preparation
of debates. Not only do we examine the bright and dark
sides of the issue, we also put ourselves into the shoes
of different stakeholders to generate ideas. For example,
we have debated on nuclear power. First, we had to un-
derstand the pros and cons of nuclear power. Then, we
needed to know the concerns of different stakeholders,
such as the government, residents, enterprises, neig-
bouring countries, etc. As you can see, it is a must for us
to look into the matter from different perspectives. This
is why we can generate so many ideas for one issue in
Liberal Studies.



Apart from all the benefits mentioned above, debating
also brings the school and debaters glory and honors.

In 2014, our school’s English debating team won the first
territory-wide championship trophy, which was the 15th
NESTA-SCMP Inter-School Debating Competition Divi-
sion 1 Champion. We also won the Crystal Cup for the
Best Debater. Both the Best Debater in the Semi-Final
and that in the Final got 5** in HKDSE English Language.
In 2015-16, our school performed remarkably well in the
Hong Kong Secondary Schools Debating Competition.
Honour also went to the intermediate team, who got six
straight wins and became the champion in the Kowloon
and New Territories East Division 1 Grand Final Debate.
The senior team also won the First Runner-up in the
territory-wide Division 1 Enhanced Format Grand Final
Debate.

We could not achieve such great honors without the
efforts of our coaches, Miss Low Wai Man and Miss
Cheung Wai Yan. They generated ideas with us, edited
our speeches, trained our delivery and rebuttals, and
even accompanied us to the debates to give us encour-
agement. The time and effort they devoted to debating
are much appreciated. They have successfully cultivat-

ed our interest in exploring the world and motivated us
to strive for greater accomplishments.

To sum up, debating not only sharpens our thinking skills
and communication skills, but also boosts our academic
performance. More importantly, it brings us honors and
precious memories. No wonder it is a gifted program of
our school!
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H i, everyone! Let me ask you a question. What is your
favorite animal? A puppy? A cat? Animals! Some are
cute, some are active, some are fluffy — well, you name
it. But there are also animals that are slow, spiky, slimy
or maybe even venomous!

But every single animal lives for a reason. All of them are
crucial in the ecosystem. Let me talk about SNAKES!
Ha, | frightened you there, didn’t 1? | myself regarded
snakes as disgusting creatures, and ran away whenever
| saw them, ugh! And I'm pretty sure most Hong Kongers
feel and do the same due to our lack of knowledge of
this animal. So, Mr. William Sargent came to give us a
talk about them. He'’s been catching and saving snakes
for 25 years, and now works as a government snake
catcher, so he’s surely the best one to talk about them!

He first intfroduced some Hong Kong snakes to us. The
snakes he introduced TOTALLY changed our thoughts
on them! They were gentle and, well not cute, but spe-
cial. He then told us where HK snakes lived, which is
basically everywhere in Hong Kong. But the most useful
part of the talk was that he broke some myths and mis-
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conceptions we had. He started with a very important
one: Snakes DO NOT attack us. Snakes are way more
frightened of us than we are of them! Snakes will never
attack us, unless you attack them; it is only a defensive
action for them.

Another myth is that many people are killed by snakes.
Well, no. Thanks to the medical system of HK, there
haven't been any reported snake-related deaths for 20
years. So, as long as you go to any Hong Kong hospi-
tal if you're unlucky enough to get bitten by one of the
few venomous snakes, you'll be absolutely alright! And
for all those who believe stories such as eating snakes
in winter will make you stronger, it's absolutely not true.
People who think this should try exercising instead!

Finally, Mr Sargent showed us some snakes he had
caught. He showed us everything from small ones that

SERERI |

looked like earthworms to common snakes in Hong Kong
like the grass snake and rat snake. But the most unique
one must be the South American boa constrictor named
‘Rocky’ (he had plenty of ‘diamonds’ on his back). WOW!
It was so big! Rocky wrapped himself around William'’s
body! We were allowed to touch it and oh my god! It's just
so spectacular! This talk totally changed our thoughts on
snakes being aggressive and horrible!

The talk was really useful. We've learnt not to be too
afraid of snakes:

you know what, they’re actually
gentle and, now I'll use this word:
CUTE!
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