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——English Debate

The start of my journey  Jack Lee S.4

. flies,” may be a cliche, but | un-
TI m e derstand the meaning of it now.
In the blink of an eye | went from
a new arrival to a Form 5 student in PLHKS. So much
has happened, yet | still vividly remember that day
when | was looking for extra-curricular activities to join
in the hall. There were many interesting options, and
the debating club did not even catch my eye. However,
| was invited by Miss Low to join. At first, | thought, “It is
going to be boring,” but I still decided to join, just to try it
out. That decision... completely changed my life.

During Form 1, there wasn’t much to worry about; we
did what other clubs did and played around. The real
thing kicked in when we stepped into Form 2 — work
had to be done. That was the first time | thought of
leaving this club; it was tiring! With the help of my team-
mates (and a touch of luck), we won our first debate;
then the social movement and pandemic shut every-
thing down.

“Why? It finally occurred to me that
it was not about winning or losing.
We might win or lose, but the value
of being a debater was in the skills,
not the trophies.



The valuable learning

By the time | realized | couldn’t leave, Form 3 had
begun. All of a sudden, | was the third speaker. To
those who are not familiar with debating, the main
responsibility of the third speaker is to rebut the
opposition's point on the spot — you don’t have much
time to prepare for that! Things were tough back
then: tests and funwork (homework) alone almost
drowned me. But then, every time we had a debate,
research and speech writing responsibilities also came,
wave after wave. It was just not fun and games. The
work, combined with the fact that the pandemic had
suspended all real meetings, created an overwhelming
experience for me and my teammates.

Luck wasn't on our side this time, as we lost all our
competitions in the first term. It was devastating after all

More than | expected

the hard work we put in. That contributed to my second
thought of leaving. However, | did not want to give up
just yet. | couldn’t leave my teammates! A team is a
team, and we continued to improve ourselves as we
worked together. | wanted to see how good we could
become. The decision was vindicated as we won two
debates in the second term.

Again in Form 4 | questioned the value of debating. We
joined the Sing Tao Inter-school Debating Competition,
a prestigious event, for the first time, along with
continuing to participate in HKSSDC. My teammates
underestimated the workload of a Form 4 student and
the burden was heavy. That was the third time | wanted
to leave, but again encouraged by my teammates, |
stayed.

Initially | didn’t even expect that these skills would help me outside the debate realm, but recently, | participated in the
selection of the 18th Shatin District Outstanding Student, which | thought would be a great experience to see the outside
world. While | thought | would not get an award, | would say the skills | learnt from debate allowed me to analyze the
questions they asked. Unexpectedly, | won!

Yet it might surprise you to learn that the greatest benefit

Those are
the words | still keep in my heart.

“Do not give up!”

of debating was not about the improvement of my English
writing and speaking skills. While the research and the
speech writing helped me a lot with English, it was the

Remember to strive to be your
best and benefit the most! No

personal growth that was the greatest benefit. Despite
wanting to quit, | persevered, and in doing so became a
better me. The prizes and awards were a bonus, but only

matter the result, the pursuit is
worthwhile. ™

have meaning if you learn to be a better person in the
process.

Working as a team in aZoom debate
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“Ladies and gentlemen, unity is strength! Together, - —
we can advance amid adversity. So without further
ado, | announce the start of today’ s meeting!
Thank you!”

YLP President Adwin Li

Know more about Toastmasters YLP Adwin Li S.4

A:jurst of applause came from Room 010, marking the start of a YLP meeting and breaking the silence of a Saturday
orning. That may be everyone’s impression of the YLP, also known as the Toastmasters Youth Leadership
Program. Yet, have you ever wondered how the YLP steels our students to become qualified speakers? Read on to
learn more about the YLP of 2021-2022.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, everyone had become
exhausted and frazzled while adapting to the ever-changing
circumstances. That was why our executive committee came
up with our motto for the year. “Tiny steps lead to giant strides,”
as a reminder for all of us to acknowledge the importance of
small efforts. We were truly delighted to learn more about them
and witness their efforts despite the difficult situation during the
fifth wave of the pandemic.

In the last five meetings, our members have actualised our
motto by shining on the stage. Along the journey, our members
have been given a variety of speaking roles. By undertaking
different speaking roles, our members succeeded in
demonstrating their personalities and character, as well as their
improvement in public speaking skills on the stage. Of course,
8

there may have been tears, because public speaking is not a
piece of cake for everyone. Nevertheless, our members turned
their tears into sweat by taking tiny steps and supporting each
other. We are very grateful that our members view the YLP as
a huge family and advance together amid adversity.




We are a team

It was not only our members making giant strides; our
excom members also made giant strides along the journey.
Even though we had less time for face-to-face training, we
have adapted ourselves to the new norm brought by the
coronavirus. As the saying goes, if you want to go fast, go
alone; if you want to go far, go together. Our excom members

have been willing to communicate with each other and assist 4
each other in training with the YLP members. (™ glgurlng a)YL'P meetlng /

“Our strong teamwork has made us realise that the YLP is not just an English
public speaking club, but also a leadership fostering program. ”

What we have gained

Last but not least, we have grasped the importance of humility.
A former president of the YLP once mentioned that the YLP is
a big family where everyone can learn from each other without

considering one’s age, gender, academic results, or anything
else. When before a meeting a form one member, who was going
to be the word master, the person responsible for introducing a
new vocabulary word to the audience, he amusingly sent his own
vocabulary book to our excom members and asked us which word
he could use from that book. This inspired us to follow suit, and
‘* we truly appreciate that his small effort helped others make giant
strides.

All in all, this year’s YLP has been fruitful and rewarding.

Everyone’s tiny steps have led to giant strides that even they

td have not discovered yet. | believe our tiny steps this year will be
Workshop Speaker Toastmaster Suckey Cheung

(‘ “|

imprinted forever on our memory and we will successfully pass the
torch to the next generation of the YLP.

Sharing from Excom Members of Toastmasters YLP

Aisha Chung S.3 Jenny Zhu S.4
It has been an amazing and unforgettable year in YLP. Being one of the | love YLP so much. It is a big family
committee members, | have learnt a lot and it was incredible to see the that it connects excom and the
YLP members grow and take their first steps to English public speaking. members and everyone can advance
I am genuinely thankful for the help of the teachers, advisors and other together.

committee members throughout the whole process. .
Cassie Lee S.4

Carol Guo S.4 YLP is such a big family that | met lots

I’m glad for this year’s YLP since | got an opportunity of friends there. Also, | have learnt

to be a trainer, and to feel the enthusiasm of members many things, for example how to get

toward public speaking. Even though | might not have along with little brothers and sisters,

been able to join the meetings, my spirit of public and how to improve my speaking

speaking is always with the team. | hope the pandemic skills. Being a committee member

can end soon, and | can’t wait to share all my stories. definitely enriched my life.

YLR4Table)YTopics'Session
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